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CHAPTER II. 


NUMBER Xl. 


Religious exercifes in the Indian 
Congregations—a fpecimen of the 
exhortations, or fermons of tzvo 
of their teachers, comprehended 
within a narrow compafs— 
State of the Indian Churches 
cnd Congregations in the year 
1687, extra&ied from a letter of 
Dr. Increafe Mather to Profef- 
for Leufden. 


te may be proper to premife, 
that fome of the gofpelized 
Indians quickly built for them- 
felves good and large meeting 
houfes, after the Englifh mode, 
in which alfo, after the Englifh 
manner, they attended the things 
of the kingdom of heaven. And 
fome of the Englith kindly affift- 
ed them in fuch works—among 
whom ought particularly to be 
mentioned the Hon. Samucl Sew- 
Vo Le ly, Nao. 5: 


all, Efq. of Bofton, who, at his 
own charge, built a meeting houfe 
for one of the Indian congrega- 
tions.* 

*As the Indians in New-Eng- 
land were taught Chriftianity by 
minifters of the congregational 
denomination, fo their public ree 
ligious exercifes bore a refem- 
blance to thofe performed in the 
congregational churches of the 
Englifh, They prayed in their 
affemblies without any pre-com- 
pofed form And it was obferved 
by thofe who underftood their 
language, and occafionally ats 
tended their meetjngs, that many 
of thofe, who led in their devo- 
tions, prayed with much perti- 
nence and enlargement. 


Pfalmody conftituted part of 





their public worfhip. Some of 
| them performed this in a very mee 
|lodious manner. Mr. Eliot pree 
| pared a verfion of the Pfalms in 
their language in metre. 
| In refpeét to their preaching— 
| In early times, till they had gain- 
‘ed more knowledge, and inad 
more experience, the public dif- 
courfes of the Indian teachers 





* Magnalia, B. Ill. p. 20%, 
WwW 








162 


wereratherinthe form of a ferious, 
fcriptural exhortation : But they 
gradually imitated, in fome mea- 
fure, the manner of preaching, 
cuftomary at that day among the 
New-Englifh divines. 

Mr. Eliot vifited the Indians, 
and preached leétures as often as 
he coald, on week days ; but as 
his ficld of fervice was extenfive— 
as fo many Indiaa 
were under his fuperintendency, 

e found it neceflary 
i of the moft ferious, belt in- 
itrué ‘ted, judic ious men a- 
mong them to give a word of ex- 
hortation to their brethren on 
Lord’s days, and on other days on 
{pecial occatfions. After fome 
years, teachcrs of their own na- 
tion were generally tix 
them. At the fame time, fome 
neighboring Englith minilters fta- 
tedly vifited the Indian focicties, 
preached lectures te them, and 
gave neceffary affilance to their 
itated teachers. 


7 nie x ° 
cOngeregacions 
rr - wr 
to empioy 


and 


ed among 
< 


In the fpecimen I thall now 


give of fome public difcourfes of 


their teachers, the Chriftian reader 
vill be pleafed with the air of fe- 
rioufnefs in which they ; 
and with many pertinent and fo- 
lemn thoughts which they luggett, 
as ariling from the fu bjeet : The 
plain garb in which their thoughts 
are dreit, will not difguft any can- 
did Chrittian: Their apparent 
‘ fincerity, and zcal to promote 
practical religion will more than 
compenfate the want of external 
ornaments. 


appear ; 


e 


Serictis readers will doubtlefs 
be gratifed with the g 
, e ’ bd ' 3 
exhortations. The firft was de- 

a ns L ‘ 

hivered on a falt day, when fick- 

nefs was pre vale nt among t th 1 me 
fu 

the other on a day o 

prayer on exccflive 

vains, in the year 1658, when 


following 


f  falti Lie and 


- + . 
account of 


Attempis io Chriflianize the Indians. 
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great damage had been done ty 
the fruits of their fields. 

The exhortation of Waban, ay 
Indian, from Matthew ix. 12, 13, 

« But when Jefus heard that 
he faid untothem, They that be 
whole need not a phyfician, but 
they that-are fick.” 

«¢ But go ye, and learn what 


| that meaneth, I will have m lercy, 


and not facrifice ; for I am not 
ome to call the righteous, but 
finners to repentance.”” 

‘* | am a poor weak man, and 
know but little, and therefore | 
- fay but little.” 

‘ Thefe words are a fimilitude, 
re as fome be fick, and fome 
well; and we fee in experience, 
that when we be fick we need a 
phyiician, and go to him, and 
make ufe of his phyfic ; but they 
that be well do not fo ; they need 
it not, and care not for it : Soit 
is with Soul-Sicknefs ; and we are 
allfick with that ficknefs in our 
fouls; bat we knowit not. We 
have many, at this time, fick in 
body, for which caufe we do fait 
and pray this day, and cry to 
God ; but more are fick in their 
fouls. Wehave a great many dif- 
eafes, and ficknefles in our fouls, as 
idlenefs, neglect of the fabbath, 
&c. Therefore, whet 
fhould we do this day, but go to 
Chrift the phyfician ; for Chrit 
: the phylician of fouls: He 
1caled mens’ bodies, and he can 
ae fouls allo: He is a great 
phyfician ; therefore let all finners 
goto him: Therefore this day, 
know what need we have ot 
Chrift ; and let us go to Chriit to 
heal us of our fins ; and he can heal 
us both foul, and bedy.’ 

66 Again, what is that Ieflor, 
which Chrift would have us to 
learn, that he “came not to call 
the righteous, but finners to te- 


| pentance 2? What ! Does not God 
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love them that are ‘righteous ? 
Does he not callthem to him ? 
Does not God love righteoufnefs ? 
Is not God righteous ? Anfwer, 
The righteous here are not meant 
thofe that are truly righteous ; 
but thofe, that are hypocrites— 
that feem righteous, and are not, 
that think themfelves righteous, 
but are not foindeed : Such God 
calls not, nor does he care for 
hem : But fuch as fee their fins, 
and are fick of fin, them Chrift 
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calls to repentance, and to believe | 


in Chrift. Therefore let us fee 
our need of Chrilt to heal all our 
difeafes of foul, and body.’’* 

The exhortation of Nifhokon 
from Gencfis viii. 20, 21. 


«© And Noah builded an altar 


ry clean bealt, and of every clean 
fowl, and offered burnt offerings 
on the altar.”? 

“¢ And the Lord fmelled a fweet 
favor ; and the Lord faid in his 
heart, L will not again curfe the 
ground,” 

“ A little J thall fay according 
to that little I know.”’+ 

“In that Noah facrificed he 
fhowed himfelf éhankful : In that 
Noah worfhipped he fhowed him- 
felf godly. In that he offered 
clean beafls, he thowed, that God 
is an doly God: And all that 





* Mr. Eliot’s letter to the Corpora- 
tion, Lond. 1659, quoted by Mr. Neal, 
Vol. I. p. 259. 

+ It would be well, if fome mod- 
ern, extemiporancous teachers, within 
thefe flates, whofe education has been 
poor, and whefe knowledge in theolo- 
ey is but imall, would imitate thefe 

nee, and humble Indian teachers— 
vould contraét their difcourfes, by 
ke eping to that point which, at the bee 
cinning, they propofed as their fubject. 
This w vould be more profitable than a 
-ong difcourfe, in which they quickly 
jofe fight of their text, and introduce 
2 multitude of points in divinity with- 
Wt any order, or connexion, 


unto the Lord, and took of eve- | 
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come to ed muft be pure, anu 
clan. ‘Know, that we muit, by 
repentance, pur ge ourfelves, w hich 
is the work we are to do this day.’ 

“© Noah facrificed, and fo wor- 
fhipped. This was the manner 
of oldtime. But what facrifices 
have we now to offer ? “ JT fhall 
anfwer by that in Pfalm iv. 5. 
Offer to God the facrifice of right- 
eoufnefs, and put your truit in the 
Lord. 'Thefe are the true, fpir- 
itual facrifices, which he requireth 
at our hands, the facrifices of 

righteoufnefs ; that is we mutt 
look to our hearts and ways, that 
they be righteous ; and then we 
fhall be acceptable to God, when 
we worfhip him. But if we be 
unhely, unrighteous, ungodly, we 
fhall not be accepted ; our facri- 
fices will be flark naught. Agais, 
we are /o pul our trufl in the Lords: 


Who elfe is there to truft in? We 





mutt believe in the word of God: 
If we doubt of God, or doubt of 
his word, our facrifices are little 
worth ; butif we truft fleadfaitly 
in God, ourfacrifices will be good.” 

“© Once more, What facrifices 
muit we offer? My anfwer is, we 
much offer fuch as Abraham of- 
fered : And what a facrifice was 
that ? We are told in Gen. xxi. 
12. Now I know that thou feareft 
me, fecing thou haft not withheld thy 
Jon, thy only fon from me. It feems 
he had but one dearly beloved 
fon, and he offered that fon to 
God, and fo God faid, J now 
thou feareff me. Behold a facri- 
fice in deed, and in truth ! Such 
an one mult we ofier: Only, God 
requires not us to facrifice our fons, 
but our fins, our dearelt fins. 
God calls us this day to part with 
all our fins, tho’ ever fo beloved ; 
and we mutt not withhold any of 
them from him. If we will not 
part with all, the /acrifice is not 
right. Let us part w ith fuch fing 
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as we love deff, and it will be a 
good facrifice.” ; 

“ God {melt a {weet favor in 
Noah’s facrifice ; and fo will 
God receive our facrifices, when 
we worfhip him aright. But how 
did God manifeit his acceptance 
of Noah’s offering ? It was by 
promifing to drown the world no 
more, but give us fruit/ul feafons. 
God has chaftifed us of late, asif 
he would utterly drown us. 
he has drowned, and fpoiled, and 
ruined a great deal of our hay, 
and threatens to kill our cattle. 
* Tis for this, that we fait and pray 
this day. Let us then offer a 
clean and pure facrifice, as Noah 
did: So God will {mell a {weet 
favor of reit ; and he will with- 
hold the rain, and blefs us with 
fuch fruitful feafons as we are de- 
firing of him.’”’— 

Mr. Eliot taught the Indians 
to fet apart days both for fafting 
and prayer, and for thank{giving 
and prayer, when the providenee 
of God feemed to point out fpe- 
cial occafions for them : And they 
performed the duties of thofe days 
with great apparent devotion, 
One party of the Indians, in ear- 
ly times, of their own accord, 
kept a day of fupplication togeth- 
er, at which time one of them 
difcourfed upon Pialm Ixvi. 7. 


/ 


Fie rules by his power forever s His 


rebellious exalt themfelves. 


And 4d 
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might be obedient to the counfels 
and commands of their rulers, 
Fifthly, That they might have 
their fins done away by the re. 
demption of Jefus Chrift ; ang 
might walk in the good ways of 
the Lord.’”’* 

To obferve fuch things among 
the Indians, together with a cor. 
refpondent practice, muft have 
given great pleafure to pious per 
fons at that day. 

A brief account has been piven 
in the preceding number of the 
ttate of the Indian churches, and 
many of the congregations in 
1670. Ageneralaccountof them 
in 1687, will now be exhibited 
from a letter written by Rey, 
Dr. Increafe Mather of Botton, 
Rector of Harvard College, in 
Cambridge, to Dr. Joha Leufden, 
Hebrew Profeffor in the Univer. 
fity of Utrecht. The letter was 
written in Jatin ; but long fince 
tranflated into Englifh. Thecone 
tents of it were extremely pleating 
to many good people in Europe; 
Tt was tranflated into different Jane 
guages there.t ‘Tho’ fome pal 
fages of the letter are only a rece. 
pitulation ef fome parts of the 
preceding hiftory ; yet, for par- 
ticular reafons it may be proper to 
publith the whole, as far as it re 
lates to the concerns of the In- 


} neo 
|; Giahé 


eyes Lehald the Nations 5 let not the | 


when one afked them afterwards, | 


what was the reafon of their keep- 
ing fuch aday! They replied, 
¢¢ It was to cbtain five mercies of 


God : Firft, That God would 


(f 


flay the rebellion of their hearts. | 


Next, That they might love God 
and one another. 
they might withftand the tempt- 
ations of wicked men, fo that 
they might not be drawn back 
from God. ¥ourthly, That they 


Thirdly, That | 


| 
| 


|< Worthy ae +93 
And | Worthy and much honored Sir, 


“ Your letters were very grates 
ful to me, by which I undertland, 
that you and others in your fa- 
mous univerfity of Utrecht, de- 
fire to be informed concerning the 
converted Indians in America. 
"Take therefore a true account of 
them in afew words. 

“Tt is above go years fince 


* Magnaiia, b. iii. p. 202. 
+ Magnalia, b. ili, p. 193, && 
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that truly godly man, Mr. John 
Eliot, paftor of the church at 
Roxbury (about a mile from Bof- 
ton, in New- En gland ) being warm- 
ed with a holy zeal of converting 
the Indians, fet himfelf to learn 
the Indian tongue, that he might 
more eafily and fuccefsfully open 
tothem the myfteries of the gof- 
pel; upon account of which he 
has been, (and not undefervedly ) 
called the apoftle of the Ameri- 
can Indians. This Reverend per- 


fon, not without very great la- 
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was an Englifhman (Mr. Riche 
ard Bourne} who being fkilful ia 
the American language, preached 


the gofpel to them in their own 


ee ee 


bor, tranflated the whole bible in- | 


to the Indian tongue : He tranf- 
lated alfo feveral Englith treatifes 
of practical divinity, aud cate. 
chifms into their language. A- 
bove 26 years ago he gatliereda 
church of converted Indians in a 
tovn called Natick : Thefe In- 
ciansconfefled their fins with tears, 
aud profeffed their faith in Chrift, 
and afterwards they and their chil- 
den were baptized, and they were 
falemnly joined togetherinachurch 
covenant ; Mr. Eliot was the firft 
that adminiftered the Lord’s fup- 
pertothem. ‘The pattor of that 
church now is an Indian, his name 
is Daniel. Betides the church at 
Natick, among our inhabitants in 


the 
bee 


are four Indian aflemblies, where 
the name of the true God and Je- 


fus Chrift is folemaly called upon. | 


Thofe affemblies have fome Amer- 
ican preachers. Mr. Eliot for- 
merly ufed to preach to them 
once every fortnight ; but now 
he is weakened with labors and old 
age, being in the 84th year of his 
ege, and preaches not to the In- 
duns oftener than once in two 
mouths, 

‘“ There is anetherchurch, con- 
filing only of converted Indians, 
‘bout 50 miles from hence in an 
‘ndizn town called Mafhippaug. 
she fc paitor of that church 


tongue. The Englith paftor is 
dead, and inttead of him, that 
church hasan Indian preacher.”’— 

*‘ There arc befides that, five 
aflemblies of Indians, profefiinge 
the name of Chrift, not far dif- 
tant from Mathippaug, which 
have Indian preachers: John Cot- 
ton, pattor of the church at Plim- 
outh, (fen of my venerable father- 
in-law, John Cotton formerly the 
famous teacher of the church at 
Bofton,) both made very great 
progrefs m learning the Indian 
tongue, and is very flalful in it. 
He preaches intheir own language 
to the lait mentioned five congres 
gations, every week. Moreover 
of the inhabitants of Saconet, in 
Plimouth colony, there is a great 
congregation of thofe, who for 
diflinétion fake, are called praying 
Indians, becaufethey pray toGed, 
in Chritt.” 

‘¢ Not far from apromontory cals 
led Cate Cod there are fix affems 


| blies, who are to be reckoned aa 


Maflachufetts colony, there | 


| 
‘ 
' 


catechumens, among whom there 
are fix Indian preachers. Same 
uel Treat, pailor of a church at 
Eaftham preaches to thoft con- 
gregations in theirown language.” 

“There are likewife among the 
Iilanders of Nantucket, a church 
with a pallor, who was lately a 
heathen ; and feveral meetings of 
catechumens, who are inftructed 


| by the converted Indians.” 





‘There ig alfo another ifland 
about feven leagues long, called 
Martha’s Vineyard, where are two 
American churches planted, which 
are more famous than the refts 
over one of which there prefides 
an ancient Indian, as paftor, cal. 
led Hiacoomes : John Hiacoomes 


fon of the Indian paltor, allo 
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preaches the gofpel to his coun- 
trymen. In another church in 
that placeaconverted Indiant each- 
es. In thefe churches ruling el- 
ders of the Indians are joined to 
the paftor# The paftors were 
chofeu by the people, and when 
they had fatted and prayed, Mr. 
Ehot, and Mr. Cotton laid their 
hands on them, fothat they were 
folemnly ordained. All the con- 
greg the converted 
dians Sy both the catechumens, and 


— “A%o 
every Lord Ss 


ations Git 


thofe inchurchorder 
day meet toy silane 
or preacher always begins with 
prayer, aud without a form : 
When the ruler of the affiembly 
has ended prayer, the whole con- 
gregation of Indians praife God 
with finging 3 fome of them 
are exedilent. fingers. After the 
pfalm, he that preaches reads a 
place of f{cripture, one, or 
verfes, as he will, and 
Ctx ines 


1 ae. 
proves them 4 {criptures 


more 
expounds 
from it— 
and rea- 


m them 
w CT} 


it—gathers ck 
aad fers ufes fre 
afterthe manner of the Englifh, 
of whom they have been taught : 
then another prayer to God, in 
the name of Chrilt con 
whole fervice. Thus do they 
meet together twice every Lord’s 
day. They obferve no holy days, 
but the Lord’ sday, except upon 
fome extraordinary occafion 3 and 
then they folemnly fet apart whole 
days, either in E1VIN gx thanks, or 
faiting aud praying with great fer- 
vor of mind. 

«¢ Before the Englith came in- 
to thefe coalts, thefe barbarous 
nations were altogeth ignorant 
of the true God ; hence it is, 
that in their prayers and fermons 
they ufe Englith and 
terms 3 lie “nes _ upon the 
molt hely n pos d, rg Je- 
or C Mn sh 0 vee and 


alfo, they have hes arved 2 i be re 
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n 
In- 
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The pattor } 
are many of the Indian children, 


‘the fa 
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rowed many other theological 
phrafes from us.’ 
“ Ta fhort, “ There are fix 
churches of baptized Indians 
‘in New-England, and eighteen 
affemblies of catechumens, p10. 


fe fing wn name of Chia Of 


twenty, who are =a mB of 

the word of God : and hefides 
‘thefe, there are four E: ielith 
‘minifters, who preach the fol. 
pelin the Indian tongue”. 
e thing T mutt add, (which 
1 had almoft forgot) that on 


who have learned by heart the cz. 
techifm, either of that famons ¢). 


| vine, William Perkins, or that put 
| forth | by the allembly of divines at 


Weltmintter ; and in their ows 


| mother tongue can anfwer to all 
the 


gueftions in Fd 
But I muft end. I falute 
mous Profeffors in your U. 


| niverfitv. to whom J defire you to 
4 « 
i communicate this letter, as write 


ag be) 
them allo. 


ten to 

Farewell, worthy Sir. The 
Lord health for 
the benetit of iy country, his 


ehrisel} nel of 
cnurch, and of 
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I d 


\* 
; ey I'y 


Ararmrygp 
iyi sth i ric l\. 


Tit 4 'D rT 4 
£inw IN 

rlanc 
iP ideliGs 


July 


12, 


- ’ . 
Enitrors or THE Co 

e r Mf 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL itd 


GAZINE. 


Reverend Sirs, 

[ BEG leave to inform you, 
that I have been folicited by 9 
ticular friends, 
is hard to deny ) to explain 
prophecy of Daniel for the peru 
fal of your readers. In contem- 
plating a work fo a tong 
difficult, fram a confcioufnels ot 


Ww hof ie 


a fur lts as 
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incompetency, my mind fenfibly | country, but in a ftrange land 


recoils ; yet encouraged to hope 
that it would tend to illuftrate the 
divine authority of the holy fcrip- 
tures, and render the perufal of 
them more entertaining to thofe 
who confult them, I have con- 
cluded to engage in it, and fub- 
mit the firft number to your in- 
fection. If the defign meets 
with your approbation, I fhall 
purfue it as circumftances per- 


i 


mit, until it fhall be completed. 
I am, very refpectfully, 


Reverend Sirs, 


PEREGRINUS. 


An explanation of the prophecy of 


Daniel. 
NUMBER Ff. 
poke pre bece to the 


propofed explanation, permit 
the following general remark re- 


a 


fpecting the prophet Daniel, that | 


among them who {poke as they 
vere moved by the holy ghof, 
the prophet Daniel appears to 
cccupy a pre-eminent place. 


1. Whena youth, for the ex- | 
traordinary wifdom which appears | 


» him, he was elevated to very 
wonorable offices in the court of 
Nebuchadnezzar, (chap. ii. 48) 
which he continued to exercile 
through the reigns of his fuccef- 
ete 6% > ' 
sors, (chap. vill. 27) until the 
empire of Babylon was fubdued 


not by his friends and conne¢tions, 
but by thofe who carried him a- 
way captive, by heathen, the 
avowed enemies of his religion. 
Ought not a providential difpen- 
fation fo very extraordinary to be 
ferioufly regarded by us ? But for 
this was there not a very import- 
ant reafon? Never before had 
God’s people been the captives of 
thofe who hated them. Neveria 
fo unprotected and defencelefs 
ftate. Never before had they 
ftood in fuch aid of powerful 
friends to advocate their caufe.* 
And God in his tender care and 
pity provided for them Daniel, 
and endowed him with thofe rare 
accomplifhments which procured 
him favor in the fight of kings 
and princes, and a feat in coune 
cils, to advocate the caufe of his 
people in their defencelefs ftate. 
How great the benefits they de- 
rived from his influence, it is dif- 
ficult for us to conceive. What 





* However great the refemblanec 
between the elevation of Jofeph from 
the dungeon to the court of Pharaoh, 
to that of Danicl in the court of Ne- 
buchadnezzar—and between the op- 
prefiion of the Ifraclites in Egypt, and 
the diftrefs of the Jews in Babylon, a 


' minute examination of the difference 


in circumftances it is prefumed will ex- 


} +e . 
, empt the above expreflions from parte 


by the Medes aed Perfians, and } 


then, inftead of experiencing the 


= 1 } es on 
nr “ve +. ‘ 
pracirea to the hi fic it Otfice un- 


der the king Darius, (chap. vi. 
2, 3,) which he probably conti- 
hued 


‘ - ‘ - 2 
AliCic eminent oifices were con- 


wamtate Gall buses y aael 
to exerciie tii his ueatil. 


tcrred upon him, not in his native 


cular ceniure. 

+ Danicl it is reafonable to conclude, 
Was net only eminently ufeful to the 
Jews in Babylon, but the great inftru- 
ment of procuring their reftoration to 
their own land. When Cyrus and his 


generals took the city of Babylon, and 


RE eras . iy 
} : aa TE aa | flc W ociilazZar and his yrihaces, Cac 
tate of his wie and the Le ' wey I +, 99 ¥ 
pie . > - as , mult have found Daniel, probabiy ia 
tirt Pyuw ¢ > wewthion wares +o «at * o ‘ ° "+2 
eure OY the Perfian {word, he was | the palace, a venerable old man (for 

i [ : 


he muit now have been ninety years of 
age) wearing the tokens of great re- 
{fpectability and authority, a icariet 
robe, and a chain of gold about his 
neck, they mutt naturally have enquir- 
ed, Whois this? And on being inform- 
3 . , et? 
ed that it was Dansagc, the fame oi his 
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an evidence this of God’s pity 
and tender care of his people ? 
‘What an occafion of gratitude 
and joy? And what an argu- 
ment for cheerful truft and confi- 
dence in him in times of darknefs 
and diftrefs ? 

2. No one of all the other 
prophets.appears to have had fuch 
auguft and awful views of divine 
objets as the prophet Danicl. 
Other prophets realized them, as 
Tfaiah, &c. but in them they do 
wot appear to have been fo folemn 
and affecting. In Daniel they 
were fo profound and impreffive 
that he not only fainted under 
them, but for a feafon, they dif- 
qualified him for the duties of his 
effice, (chapters 8,9, 10.) Nei- 
ther was any other prophet fo af- 


KEionately and repeatedly ad- | 
Grefled with, O man greatly be- | ; 
| proceed to the great fubje&s of 


loved. Nor did any experience 
fich divine refrefiments and con- 
folations. Bunt it is perhaps more 
direftly to the prefent purpofe to 
ebferve, 
a 

wifdom and the gravity of his appear- 
ance, mult have infpired them with a 
high veneration tor his perfon, with 
confidence in his ability and fidelity, 
and intreduced him to their councils, 
In his interviews with the king, Dani- 
el, from his affeCtion for the houfe of 
God, and the profperity of his people, 
would fhew him the prophecy ef Iaiah, 
chapters 44, 5, in which he is exprefs- 
ly named as the Lord's ancinted, to fet 
his peopte at liberty,execute his purpofe 
aid fulfil his pleafure in rebuilding his 
city, and reftoring his worthip. Cyrus 
made acquainted with this, would feel 
wider a divine obligation, to fay to Je- 
Tifalem, Thou fhali be built, and to 
the temple, Thy foundation fhall be 
aid. ‘Vhis fuggefts a dire@ reafon-for 
the peculiar terms of his celebrated 
proclamation. Thus faith Cyrus, all 
the kingdoms of the earth hath the 
Lord God of heaven given unto me, 
and commanded meto build him an 
houfe in Jerufalen, who is there a- 
mong you, Kc. £2. 7, 
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3. That no one of all the othe 
prophets realized fuch connegej 
and extenfive prophetic views anj 
vifions. ‘The other prophets jp. 
deed, prophefied of the fame oe. 
neral fubjeéts, yet they delivered 
their prophecies as fo many dif. 
tin and difeonnected preditions. 
but the prophecies of Daniel ar 
predictions of a connected feries of 
events, and conftitute an exten. 
five and univerfal fyftem, compre. 
hending all the great events to be 
effeted in divine providence, from 
his own time to the end of 
the world. Add tothis, Danie 
preferibed particular periods, in 
fome inftances, at leaf, 
which correét calculations might 
be made, and the time when 
the events fhould be accomplified 
previoufly known. With thefe 
intreductory obfervations let x; 


From 


his prophecy. 


J. Nebuchadnezzar’s drean, 
chapter ii. : 


The mind of king Nebuchad- 
nezzar,in his fumbering moments, 
was divinely impreffed with the 
view of an extraordinary image, 
which fo troubled his fpirit, that 
it awoke him from fleep. Tho, 
in his wakeful hour, he retained 
the recolle@ion of a wonderful 
dream, yet the thing was gone from 
him. Anxious to recover the 
dream, and obtain an explanation 
of it, he fummoned all the wife 

ien of Babylon, communicated 
to them the fubjedt, and demand: 
ed of them the dream and the in- 
terpretation, annexing a fevere 
threatening if they did not fulfil 
his demand. They remonttrating 
again{t the unreafonablenefs and 
feverity of this requifition, the 
king in the fire of refentment 
commanded all the wife men to be 
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fain. ‘This decree involved in it 


Daniel and his friends. Being 
made acquainted with it, they re- 
guefted a fufpention of the execu- 
tion, promifing to fulfil the de- 
mand of the king. A fufpenfion 
being granted, they fervently fup- 
slicated the God of heaven to re- 
vent the fecret, and God granted 
their requeft.. Confequent upon 
this Daniel being introduced to 
the king, related the dream in the 
following terms : Thou O king 
faweft and behold a great image. 
This image’s head was of fine 
gold, his breaft and arms were of 
iilver, his belly and thighs of brafs, 
his legs of iron, his feet and toes | 
part of iron and part of clay. | 
Thou faweft till that a flone was | 
cut out without hands which | 
{mote the image in his feet that | 
were Of iron and clay, and broke 
them to pieces. Then was the 
iron, the clay, the brafs, the fil- , 
ver and gold broken to pieces to- | 
cether—and the ftone that fmote | 
the image ‘became a great moun- 
tain, and filled the whole earth. | 
Upon this permit the following | 
remarks, 

!. It is very extraordinaty and 
wonderful that Nebuchadnezzar, 
a proud and idolatrous heathen, 
fiould be a fubject of this divine 
inpreflion. Is it not without a | 
parellel 2? Pharoah, indeed, an 
idolatrous king of Egypt dreamed 
dicams by a fupernatural influ- 
ence. ‘They were ominous of 
events to be accomplifhed 1n di- 
vine providence. “Thefe however 
related only to the feven years of 
plenty and of famine, and were 
fulfilled in the fhort period of 
fourteen years, and immediately 
extended only to the land of 
Egypt. But the dream of Ne- 


buchadnezzar was of very exten- 











‘ive and univerfal import. It re- 
lated not only to the empire of 
Vor. lV. No. 5 
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Babylon, but alfo to all the ruling 
empires which fhould fucceed it 
until the end of all things fhal! 
come. It related, not only to 
earthly kingdoms, but to Chrifl’s 
univerfal and holy kingdom in the 
world. That the moft holy God 
fhould make known to a haughty 
and idolatrous king what {fhould 
be in the latter days, is it not very 
wonderful ? But for this, may we 
not conclude, there was a very 
important reafon. Had the mind 
of Daniel, (or any other pious 
jew) been divinely impreffed with 
this vilion, he might have kept 
the matter in his heart, as he did, 
chap. vii. 28, the vifion of the 
four beafls. He might have rela- 
ted it to his particular friends, to 
his jewifh brethren, and to his Ba- 
bylonifh coune&ions. It might 
have exercifed their minds intenfe- 
ly ; but can we fuppofe it would 


, ever have beca related to theking ? 


Or if it had, would it not have 
excited the {mile of ridicule, or 


| the {neer of contempt, as the pe- 


culiar fancy of the worfhippers of 
a itrange God, or the wild reve- 
rie of an enthufiaftic brain ? But 


| God had important ends to ac: 
, compliih, and he adopted an ef- 
| fe€tual method to attain them. 


He impreffed the mind of the 
king himfelf, and fo that the 


| dream troubled his fpirit : And 


the diftrefs of the. king agitated 
the palace, the city, and filled the 
ininds of all conditions with great 
and anxious expelation. Add 
to this, 

2. Itis very wonderful that the 
dream fhould go from him. 

A. dream fo fingular and which 
fo troubled his fpirit, it fhould nat- 
urally feem, would have fo pow- 
erfully imprefied his mind, that 
he would retain a perfet rement- 
brance of it. But he forgat it ; 
and he could not regain it by the 
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moft vigorous exertions. And 
may we not believe that this was 
from the fame caufe which produ- 


eed it? Had the king retained his 


dream and related it to the magi- 
cians and aftrologers, is it not ve- 
ty probable, that they would have 
framed an interpretation which 
would have pacified his mind, and 
the great ends in the divine view 
would have been prevented ? As 
the king could not retain the 
dream, fo neither were the wife 
men permitted, when he required 
them to make it known, to im- 
agine any thing which they might 
wmpofe upon him for it. Tor the 
fame reafon, alfo, fhould not the 
king be fatisfied with their very 
pertinent and reafonable remon- 
ftrance againft his unjuft demand, 
but be fo incenfed by it as to iffue 
the very crucl decree, that all the 
wife men of Babylon fhould be 


flain, and Daniel and his friends | 


muft be 


decree, implore the God of heav- 
en to reveal the king’s matt 

he might anfwer them according 
to the defires of their hearts, and 
reveal the fecret to Daniel, that 


he might relate it to the king. | 


But for what purpofes may we 
conclude the moft high proceeded 
to this very extraordinary difpen- 


fation ? For what indeed, but to 


furnifh an occafion of revealing 
himfelf to Nebuchadnezzar his 


princes and fubjects, and convince | 
them of hisinfinite fuperiority to 


Beltheir God, and extort from Neb- 
uchadnezzar that devout acknowl- 


edgment, v. 47. Of a truth it is | 
that your Ged is a God of Gods ! 


anda Lord of kings and a re- 
vealer of fecrets, and at the fame 
time provide a powerful patron for 
his people by inducing the king to 


elevate Daniel to offices of author. | 
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fought for execution | 
among the reft: #nd they muft | 
intercede for a fufpenfion of the | 


er, that | 


[N Ow. 


ity and influence, by which he 
| might protect his people in their 
abject ftate. 

3. This dream fummarily com. 
prifed a reprefentation of the fuc. 
_ ceffion of empires from that pee 

riod to the end of the world, 
| This is fully implied or clearly ex. 
| preffed inthe interpretation of it by 
| the prophet himfelf.. Thou, 0 
king, art a king of kings—7/o, 
art this head of gold. And after 
| thee fhall arife another kingdom 
| inferior to thee, and another third 
kingdom of brafs which fhall bea 
| rule over all the earth, and the 
| fourth kingdom fhall be ftrong as 
| iren—and as iron that breaketh 
all thefe fhall it break in pieces 
and fhall bruife. And where 
thou faweft the feet and toes part 
of potters clay, the kingdom fall 
be divided, but there fhall be in 
it the ftrength of the iron. In 
the days of thefe kings fhall the 
God of heaven fet up a kingdom 
which fhall never be deftroyed ; 
and it fhall not be left to another 
people, and it fhall break in piece 
and confume all thefe kingdoms, 
and it fhall ftand forever. This 
interpretation fufficiently informs 
us, that the four different mater- 
als which compofed this imag:, 
fignified four different fuccefiive 
kingdomsorempires, which fhould 
fubiitt in the woald. ‘Thefe by 
expolitors have been generally wa- 
derftood to confift of the Baby- 
lonian, the Medo-Perfian, the 
Macedonian, or the kingdom © 
the Greeks and the Roman em: 
pires, and thefe were again to be 
fucceeded by the kingdom ¢ 
Chrift as a fifth univerfal empire 
which for extent and permanency 
fhould far exceed any of the cth- 
r, filliug the whole earth ana 
| ftanding for ever. 
‘To deferibe thefe kingdoms, 
give a funynary view of the 
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events reprefented by this image, 
would be, in effet, to explain all 
the vifions of this prophecy. 
They being only different views 
of the fame general fyftem, or 
particular reprefentations, of de- 
tached parts of it; but this with 
divine permiffion will be the work 
of future numbers. 


Th: Serpent?s fubtilty deteed ; be- 
ing fome thoughts fuggefied by 
reading Genelis ill. I—5. 


Subtilty deteed. 172 


pected of being unfriendly toman. 

2. Satan begins his temptation 
by inquiring whether they were 
not abridged of fome privilege, 
which they might enjoy ; Yea, 
hath God faid, Ye fhall not eat 
of every tree of the garden ? He 
did not fay, hath God given you 
liberty to eat of every tree of the 
garden except one? Here it is 
worthy of notice, that the wo- 
man itill remaining upright as fhe 
was created, initantly repelled the 





“ Now the ferpent was more 
fibtil than any beaft of the feld | 

which the Lord God had made. | 

And he faid unto the woman, Tea, | 
hath God faid, Te fhall not cat of | 
every tree of the garden ? And the 
woman faid unto the ferpent, We | 


bafe infinuation of the tempter ; 
«© We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees of the garden’’—we have 
our full liberty to eat, God has 
been very kind to us: “But of 
| the fruit of the tree which is im 
| the midft of the garden, God hath 


- eat of eye of the trees of | | faid, Ye fhall not eat of it, nei- 


the garden : 
tree ewhich is in the mi df? of the gar- 
den, God hath fatd, Ye fhall not eat 
of it, neither fhall ye touch it, lef | 


ye die. And the ferpent faid unto | |= 


the woman, Ye fhall not furely die:’’ 
if PON this paffage we ob- 


ferve ; 1. Satan was fubtil 

in making ufe of another creature, 
2s hisorgan to tempt Eve, that | 
he might keep himfelf out of | 
ficht. It would not have anfwer- | 
ed his purpofe fo well, to have | 
come to our firlt parents, who itil | 
remained attached to the divine 
gover nment, and faid, 1 am the 
devil, I am a fallen angel, I have 
commenced a_ rebellion againtt | 
God, for which I am turend out 
of heaven, and I have now come 
to get you to join me in oppoling 
his righteou 1s government. No, 
this could not have done 3 it would 
immediately have put them upon 
their guard againit every thingelfe 
which ie fhould fay. He there- 
tore made ufe of the ferpent, which, 
tho’ a creature diftinguifhed fcr 
his fagacity, was not hitherto fuf- 


Bit of the fruit of the ther fhall ye touch it, lcit ye die.” 


Here obferve, God had made 

the matter plain to Adam and 

| Eve, what a condition they ftood 

They knew what trees they 

| might eat of, and which the tree 

| was, that they might not touch. 

| They alfoknewthat God had faid, 

iif they dideat, they fhould furely 

die. 

3: Satan advanced inhistempta- 
tion, by denying the couneétion be« 
| tween fin and mifery ; ; between dif- 
| obedienceand punifhment. ‘ And 

the ferpent faid unto the woman, 

| Ye thall not furely die.”” God 
had faid, In the day thou eateft 
thereof, thou /balt furely die— 
| The ferpent faid, Ye /hal/ not fure- 
llyd die. "There could not be a more 
flat contradiction. From this, 
we may clearly fee, that the devil 
is not afraid to contradict the 
God of truth, and we may rett 
affured that he will do it, when- 
ever it will anfwer his unboly pur- 
pofes. Thepurpofe which he de- 
tigned to an{wer by it here, is very 
evident. Hewifhedtobring about 
the fall of our fist parents. ‘Their 


| 
\ 
| 
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falling, or not falling, depended up- 
on eating, or not eating of the for- 
biddenfruit. ‘Thepains of endlefs 
deathwere placedby the great Law- 
iver, as a hedgearound the forbid- 
dentree, to keep them from touch- 
ingit. Satan knew that he could 
not get them to approach it, un- 
lefs he could make them think 


that this dreadful hedge was pul- | 


ledup. He therefore endeavored 
to perfuade them, that there was 
really no fuch hedge about the 
tree ; but that, what they faw 


and feared was a mere frightful 


chimera ; fomething put there, by 
the Creator, who withed to mo- 
nopolize all knowledge and hap- 
pinefs to himfelf, to terrify them 
from what was their juft right, 


and what would advance their | 


greatnefs and bleflednets beyond | 


conception ; * For God doth 
know, that in the day ye eat there- 
of, then your eyes fhall be open- 
ed; and ye fhall be as God’s, 
knowing good and evil.” 

4. Itis worthy of particular 


obfervation, that in all Satan’s | 
temptation, he appeared to be the | 


friend of our firtt parents. He 
feemed to have a tender regard 
for their happinefs, asif he could 


not bear to have them abridged of 
any privilege, which they were 


capable of enjoying. 


have their heart withheld from any 
joy—he could not think of hav- 
ing one tree in the garden kept 
back from them, efpecially a tree, 
which would do fo much towards 
raifing them in the fcale of intel- 
lirence. When it was fuggefted 
by the woman, that they mutt 
cie, 1. e. lofe all their happinefs, 
if they did this thing ; he fays, 
you may reit affured, it is not fo. 
Think I would perfuade you to 
any thing which would be your 
ruin, when I love you fo ? No, if 


| no lefs. 
| years in which to ftrengthen. He, 





f Noy, 


I thought God ever meant to in. 
flict the punifhment, which he 


has threatened, I would, by no 


means, advife you as I do ; for] 


| am feeking nothing but your hap. 
pinefs. Every tempter, let it be 


remembered, is, in pretence, our 


The fuccefs of Satan’s fubti 
temptation is but too well known, 
Our firit parents, by hearkening 


| unto him more than to God, were 
' induced to eat of 


“ That forbidden tres, 
“ Whofe mortal tafte brought death is 
to the world 
“ With allits woes"— 


' They incurred the difpleafure of 


the Almighty, fell under the curfe 
of his holy law, and became ex. 
pofed, with all their pofterity, to 
endlefs death. Thus fatan prov. 


'ed to be aliar, while Jehovah was 
| found to be a God of truth. 


From fatan’s fubtilty in bring., 


| ing about the fall of man, feveral 
| ufetul leffons of inftruétion may be 


learned : 
I. From the attempts which 
the devil made to ruin man, while 


| under the firft covenant, we fhould 
| naturally conclude, that he would 


make fome attempt, if permitted, 


. . e 
| to prevent him from partaking of 


~ 


the benefits of the fecond, which 
He loved | 


them fo well, he could not bear to | 


is acovenant of grace. Certainly 
his enmity againit God has grown 
Tt has had thoufands of 
no doubt, envics man a place in 
the heavenly paradife more than 
he did a place in the earthly pa- 
radife. It is altogethér likely, 
that this enemy of God’s giory 
and our happinefs is vaftiy more 
fubtil than when he beguiled Eve. 
That he is ftill a fubtil and dan- 
gerous foe is evident from 2 Cor. 
xi. 3. But I fear left by any 
means, that as the ferpent begull- 
ed Eve thro’ his fubtilty, fo your 
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minds fhould be corrupted from 
the fimplicity that 1s in Chrift. 
Under the covenant of works, 
man hada probation, or time of 
trial, during which he was expo- 
fedto Satan’s wiles: And now, 
in view of thecovenaat of grace, we 
have atime of probation ; during 
which mercy waits—God is wait- 
jg to be gracious. 
was thisy whether holy, upright 
man would continue fo, during 
ppointed term of probation— 
he fecond trial is, whether finful 
men, during the period of mortal 
life, will forfake fin and return un- 
to God, from whom they have 
deeply revolted. Then it was, if 
99 tranfgrefs, you fhall die— 
low it is, if you de not cahaway 
om you your tranfgreflion, and 
¢ you a new heart anda new 
iti, you fhall die.* Then it 
was, fin and die—Now it is, ex- 
cept you repent of your fin, you 
hall all perifh.+ Then it was, if 
von eat of a particular tree, you 
‘hall be damned—Now it is, if 
vou do not believe on the Son of 
God, you fhall be damned.[ A- 
iam, during his probation, could 
lufs the favor of God, and we du- 
ting our probation can fail of the 





The firft trial | 


ee 


them afraid to : 


grace of God ;§ we can fail of | 


obtaining his favor, which is life, 

and his {miles, which are better 
than life. From this ftatement, 
which, I think, is agreeable to the 
ively oracles, it is evident, that 
th ere is yet room for Satan to ex- 


rcife fe fie malice and fubtilty, to | 


our nr diladioiliod: if he fhould be 

og ° . 7 

cupoled and permitted ; and that 

he is both difpofed and perinitted, 

isalfo clear front the fcrrptures. 
It would be natural to con- 

‘lude, fince Satan had fo much 
* Back. xviii. 31. 

T Luke xiii. 3. 

¢{ Mark xvi. 16, 

$ Heb. Xi, 15. 
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fuccefs in telling our firft parente, 
“they fhould not die,” that he 
would try this very projed again ; 
that he would again try to diferedit 
divine threatenings, and difcon- 


nect fin and punifhment. Satan 


knows that we love fin and hate 


fuflering ; therefore it would be 
natural to fuppofe, that he would 
try to perfuade us, that fin and 
fuffering were not fo conneéted as 
we thought for, Chrift faid, that 
thofe who did not repent fhould 
perifh; that thofe, who did not 
believe fhould be damned ; that 
they who blafphemed the Holy 
Ghoft fhould never have forgives 
nefs, and that thofe, who do not 
love, are not kind to his people 
on earth, fhall go away into ever- 
lafling punifhment.* He allo 
declared, that the flothful fervant, 
who would not work for God, 
fhould be bound hand and foot, 
and be caft into outer darknefs, 
where there fhall be weeping and 
gnafhing of teeth. Thefe are 
awful threatenings. Thev give 
pain to thofe men who fill go on 
frowardly ;—-whofe chara&ers are 
denounced. When they read or 
hear thefe threatnings, it makes 





go on in fin and un- 


belief. They ‘ay, we mutt at. 


| tend to religion, or we fhail lofe 


our fouls. 
If the threatnings produce fuch 
the ungodly, we can fee that it 


muft be for the mtereft of the ad- 
cr 7" ’ ° 
verfary of fouls, to dettroy the 


| force of the threatnings. But 


‘ 
| what way fhall he take? It will 


not do for him to fay plainly, that 
Chrift {pake falle. Satan knows 
that 4e was found to be a liar be- 
fore. He now ufes much more 


fubtilty than at firft. He now 





| profefies to be Goa’s friend, 2s 





* Matthew xxv. 


an effect upon the confeiences of 
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well as the friend of man. Here, 
let it be underflood, that in order 
to propagate his delufion, he makes 
ufe of inftruments, fo that he 
may keep himfelf out of fight. 
He does not come in his own 
fhape, and fay, Tam the devil, 
who brought about the fall of 
man, and who is now going about 
like a roaring lion feeking to de- 
vour fouls. In the firft tempta- 
tion, it has been obferved, that 
he Kept himfelf hid. He then 
made ufe of the ferpent. There 
was then none of the human race, 
that he could make an initrument 
of. Now there are enough. 
Ezekiel reprefents the falfe proph- 
ets a3 being in Satan’s, and not 
God’s fervice, who cried peace, 
peace, to the ungodly Jews: Yet 


be fent of God. They have feen 
vanity and alying divination, fay- 
ing, The Lord faith ; and the 
Lord hath not fent them: And 
they have made others to hope, 
thatthey wouldconfirmth« word.” 
Ezek. xiii. 6. Thefe were prop- 
erly Satan’s prophets; yet, to 
give better circulation to their 
falfehood, they made ufe of the 
Lord’s name. 
choice, that his own miuitters 
fhould charge him with telling a 
dreadful lie to Eve ; and warn 
people againit giving heed to hin 
any more ; and then he would 
have them proceed to fhow, or at- 
tempt to fhow, with all the ap. 
pearauce of a facred regard to the 
divine word, that it is God him- 
felf, who tells impenitent finners, 
they fhall not furely die. In the 
firt temptation, Satan didnot pre- 
tend but that God had threatened 
death, if they ate forbiddea fruit. 
He flatly contradicted the Mot 
High. Dut now he is full of pi- 
ety towards God, 2s well as be- 
nevolence towards mane Now he 





It is now Satan’s | 





[Nor, 


undertakes to prove, that whey 
Chriit faid, He that believeth not 
fhall be damned, he meant the 
fame as to fay, he fhall be fay. 
ed ; and that any body, whe 
thinks he meant any thing 
elle by being damned, only }. 
ing faved greatly injures the be. 
nevolent, fweet, lovely  fefas, 
And if a tear of pity is needed 
now to grace it, Satan commoily 
has one to fhed, thro’ the eyes of 
his organ. 

Jil. From ar examination of 
the fubtil device, by which the 


| fall of man w1s effected, we lear, 
| that it is no evidence, that a 
| fyftem of religion is not pleafing 


to Satan, becaufe it contains /im 
truth, In tempting our firft mo. 


| ther, the devil did not deny al 
thete falfe prophets profefled to | 


truth. He allowed there was a 


| God ; that he had knowledge, 


| and that he was fuperior to maa. 


He denied his moral perfeétion ; 


| his veracity and goodnefs. It is 
| now Satan’s policy to own fome 


leading truths, and from thefe to 
draw wrong inferences.* Tho’ 


* Every erroneous fchemeof religion 
is more or lefs pteafing to the devil. 
That, which is the moft erroneous, is 
probably the moft pleafiag to him : Bu: 
as he cannot get ali to embrace one c- 
ror, it fuits his felfith purpofe beft, to 
have a good many falle tchemes. Athe- 
ifm and dei!m are, no doubr, both from 
beneath. The devil would be giad to 


' have all men difbelieve the exiftence of 


God ; but if this cannot be, then [et 
thofe be deifts who cannot be atheifts. 


| But fome men will believe the bible— 


we'l then, let them be univerfalifts 
If they cannot believe with Dr, H—2, 
that there is no future punifhment a 
all, then let them believe with Dr. 
Chauncy and Mr. Winchefter. But 
fume cannot be univerfalifts at all; for 
they will think ‘hat ever/afting puni foment 
means punfhment without end, % 
much as everlafing life means blefied- 
nefs without cnd.—Weil, if there 
are fome, who cannot be univer 
falitg of any kind, thea let shom b 





as wae ote 
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he denied it to Eve, he will now 
grant, that God is benevolent ; 
and from this will infer that none 
of his creatures will be miferable, 
at leaft, forever. He will grant, 
that there is a Saviour, and from 
thence would have it inferred, that 
all men will be faved. To prove 
this, he will, by his fubtilty, affift 
lis friends to quote a multitude 
of texts, which were defigned to 


prove no fuch thing. All thofe | 


precious paflages, which fpeak 
of the latter day glory of the 
church, have beeg quoted to 
prove, that all men, in every age 
of the world, will be faved. No- 
thing can be more unfair than 
this: Yet this has the appear- 
ance of bringing feripture proof 
for an univerfal falvation. 


ee yt ; 
The texts, which {peak of the preached does not, like the fermon 


| 


infinite fulnefs of the atonement, 
its fufficiency for the whole world, 
aad in that fenfe, mace for all, 
are brought as fo many proofs, 
that all will aGtually partake of 
this fulnefs. According to this 
mode of reafoning, the fulnefs of 
the table in the parable, Luke 14. 
made it certain, that all who were 
invited would a@ually come and 
be filled. But though there was 
enough for them, which was prov- 


Armininians, Socinians, or fomething 
clfe which falls fhort of the truth as it 
isin Jefus. It is juft the character of 
the devil, to be a profeffed believer in 
al thefe different and oppefite fchemes: 
And his friends on earth often beara 
great refembiance to him in this refpect. 
Some have gone from an orthodox, or 
{criptural belief, down through all thefe 
grades of error, till they have landed in 
down right atheifm. Let nu. be care- 
ful to receive the love of the truth, elfe 
God may, is judgment, fend us flrong 
devufien, that we fhould even deliewe a 
lic, which wiil be fo fatal as to be the 
caufe of our being damned. 2 Thefl. ii. 
29, 13, 12. 





| 


| 
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ed by their being invited ; yet 
concerning fome of them it was 
faid, they fhould not tafte of the 
f{upper. 

IV. As fatan’s wile took with 
Eve, fo as to induce her to eat 
the forbidden fruit ; fo it might 
naturally be expected, that * Ye 
fhall not furely die”? would {till 
embolden her children to follow 
her example and eat forbidden 
fruit. This is moft manifeftly the 
cafe : For with the fame wile, he 
not only practices, but profpers. 
* Becaufe with lies ye have made 
the heart of the rightcous fad, 
whom I have not made fad ; and 


| frengthened the hands of the wicked, 


that he fhould not return from his 
wicked way, by promifing him life,” 
Ezekiel xiii. 22. The reading of 
thefe fentiments, or hearing them 


of Peter, make men cry out, What 
fhall we do ? It produces nothing 
like a religious awakening and re- 
formation. On the contrary, it 
moft evidently lulls to fleep the 
guilty confcience. ‘* Such preach- 
ing,’ faid one, * is like a fiddle to 
the foul.”? And true it is ; for 
it is rather defigned to help us to 
dance and be merry, than to afnit 
us to get a new heart, and tolead 
a holy and prayerful life. The 
hofts of hell are, no doubt, wick- 
edly gratified, to fee how their old 
wile profpers among gofpel fin- 
ners. How can any one view uni- 
verfalifm as a harmlefs do&rine ? 
This do&trine, when preached in 
the garden of Eden, did not prove 
harmlefs ; for it was the evident 
means of man’s apoitacy from 
God. And it is not lefs evident, 
that the fame doétrine is now the 
means of flrengthening the hands 
of many of the wicked, fo as to 
keep them from turning from their 
wicked way, that they might 


j live. Where is there a hingle fin- 
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ner whe believes this do@rine, 
who thinks ef trying to get a new 
heart ? He mutt firft be unfettled 
from this belicf, or at leaft, in 
fome degree fhaken, before he will 
ferioufly refolve to feck to be ac- 
quainted with heart religion. 

V. An attention to the man- 
ner in which our apoflacy was ef- 
feed thould ferve, as a folemn 
admonition to us, to be on our 
guard againit the wiles of the 
tempter. It might be expected, 
that he would make a more vigo- 
rous aflault to deftroy Chrilt’s 
kingdom, than to bring about 


The ferpent’s fubtilty deteSied. 





man’s fall from primitive upright- | 


oes. 


And fince the devil has | 


grown old in craft, it might be | 


expected, that our heaveily Father 
would give us more warning to be 
onour watch. And has he not 


‘There we find fuch warnings as 
thefe, “* Put on the whole armor 
of God, that ye may be able to 
ftand again{t the wiles of the de- 
wil.”’* 
vantage of us, for we are not ig- 
norant of his devices.’+ .% Be 
vigilant,” i.e. on your 


“ Left fatan get an ad- | 
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of his vigilant care to prevent im. 
mortal fouis from being taken oy 
of his hands, to a {trong man arm. 
ed, keeping his goods in fafety.¢ 

We are alfo cautioned againd 
falfe teachers, who are Satsn’s jp, 
ftruments. We are told they will 
bring in damnabieherefies.*—T hat 
they will feduce, if it were pofl. 
ble, the very eleét.¢ The apof. 
tle Paul gives usthisfolemn charre, 
Let no man deceive you with vain 
words : for becaufe of thefe things 
cometh the wrath of God upon 
the children of difobedicnce ; 
Eph. 5. 6. 

Thus faithfully are we warned, 
If we perifh, with a lie vin our 
right hand, our bleod will be oa 
our own heads. If the finer, 
who has no evidence that he ex. 


_ercifes repentance towards God, 
done it abundantly in his word? 


_ as plain as could be f{poken, that 


) 
avatcii— | 


but why ? 6 Becaufe your adver: | 


fary, the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about feeking whom he 
may devour.”’{ Tho’ he is rav- 
enous and dangerous to our fouls, 


like a roaring lion, yet we are in- | 


formed, that we mutt not always 
expect to be advertifed of his ap- 


proach, by hearing his hellith | 


fatan 
into an 


roar: * For 
transformed 
light.’ § 
out of his prifon, and fhall gx 

«0 deceive the nations-—and the 
devil that deceived them, &c.’’|! 


. 2 


< 


yout 


Chrift compares fatan, on account | 





* Eph. vi.ir. = + 
$1 Pet.v. 8 § 2. Cor. ai. 1g. 
wel, xx,.8, 10. 


himfelf 3 | 
ancel of 
“¢ Satan thall be loofed | 


‘that the 


or faith in the Lord Jefus Chrit, 
fhould at the latt day fay to his 
Judge, I expected to be faved ; 
the Judge might reply, “ Who 
taught youto expeét it? Didnot 
I tell you in my word, in lan 


ruage 
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except you repented of your fins, 


you fhould inevitably pecith ; and 


eT to r : 
hat if you did not believe on the 


1a 
Sov, you fhould not fee life, but 
wrath of God fhould 
abide on you? As well might Ad- 
am and Eve have faid, We did not 
expect we fhoulddie, if we did eat 
the forbidden fruit. But who 
told them, they fhould not die? 
This was not their Creator, but 
their tempter. If we are beguil- 
ed and lofe our fouls, we fhall be 
more inexcufable than our firft pa- 
rents ; for we have their fall to 
warn us. And much more pains 
is taken with us than with them, 
to put us on our guard againtt the 
fubtil devices of the devil, the ad- 


— — +--+ - 


§ Luke xi. a1, 22. 
"4 Pe. i 4. + Mark xui. 2% 
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verfary of ourfouls. Be wife, ye 
children of Adam! do not fuffer 
Satan to undo you a fecond time. 
Believe Chrift rather than him, 
who is a liar from the beginning. 
Vly the bait which is laid for your 
foulse Refift the devil and he will 
fee from you. Your hearts are 
full of fin ; they muft be renew- 
el: You are under the curfe of 
the law ; you mutt be united to 
Chrift by a holy faith : You mutt 
become true friends to God, 
vhile on earth—you mutt leada life 
of prayer, and active, willing obe- 
dience, or never fee your Judge in 
peace. 





The defrution of the Fewifh State 
and Temple, an a& of divine be- 
nevolence to the church and to the 
world of mankind ; and affords 
flrong evidence of the truth of the 
gofpel revelation. 


HE light that has been com- 
municated to the world has 
scen by the medium of the church. 
In the period fucceediag the flood 
to the advent, fufferings and death 
of the Meffiah, God chofe the 
‘anily of Abraham and the Jew- 
th nation to be his peculiar peo- 
ple and church, and through them 
:9 communicate fpiritual licht to 
the world of mankind ; and pla- 
ced them in an advantageous fitu- 
ation that all might have opportu- 
nity to fee and embrace the truth. 
{n the deliverance of that peo- 
ple from Egyptian bondage, by a 
feries of wonders, the true God 
was manifefted, both to them and 
to furrounding nations. They 
were long held j ina barren wilder- 
acts, where fuch a vait army could 
have no fupport, but by the im- 
mediate ageacy of divine power, 
aid the manner of their fubfift. 
ence mult be known by the nations 
arc “ound them, 
Vou TV. N 


NO. c. 
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When they were fettled in the 
land of Canaan, the ftated wor- 
fhip of God, with all its rites, face 
rifices and ceremonies, which wa 
enjoined upon them by divinecom. 
mand, was the only true worhhip, 
and defigned to give light both to 
them and totlie reft of mankind, in 
the great affairof man’sredemption 
and falvation from fin. 

But the ceremonial law, with all 
its rites and facrifices, was buta 
fhadow of good things to come, 
and pointed to the Meffiah the 
great antitype. 

From the propheciesconcerning 
the Mefiiah the Jews expeed his 
appearance, but were ignorant of 
the nature of his miffion and the 
work he was to accomplifh whea 
he actually came. They did not 
comprehend that he was the fub- 
ftance to which all their typical 
and fhadowy worfhip pointed ; 
And that he was the great facri- 
fice, who by once offering himfelf, 
fhould forever make expiation for 
iniquity y,and procure cternal falva- 
tiou for all his true followers, of 
which their facrifices were only 
the fhadow. When he actually 
came, he proved his miflion b 
miracles, which none but the au- 
thor of nature could perform, and 
ina higher manner than Mofes the 
Jewifh lawgiver had proved his, 
yct his appearance was fo differ- 
ent from all their pre-conceived 
opinions of his wordly greatnefs, 
that as anation they rejected him, 
and comparatively few believed ia 
him. 

But as the Jewifh nation thea 
contained the true church of God, 
he was merciful to them ; and the 
Meffiah himfelf, in his public min- 
iftrations and preaching was fentto 
the loft theep of the houfe of Ifrael. 
And when he fent out the twelve 
and the feventy te preachand work 
miracles in his name, they were 


> eee 


> 


== — 
= a 
brags 


<= 


ae MS 
> hoagie: 2 
Fn 
eS. ee 


>. 
— 
bs ~ fete 
— 
oer 


<= 4 


- 

_ aa 

5 ee & 
— 


“x 


— 


= 
Re ee 


ste 


a 


eee > os rs 


> 
=e 


9g x 
i «ll 


- 


— 


> Oa 
ed. SS ek 


a, 
Pra Pea 
o> 
~~ ee * 


—— 
airs 


22 
_ 


Si 5 


ee te see 


— 


— 


3 ~ 


+ Sea? 


: 


s- 














#78 The deftrufiion of the Fewifo flate and temple. — TNoy, 


not fent to the Gentiles but to the 
houfe of Ifrael. The highett and 
moft convincing light was fet be- 
fore them. The ttrongeft means 


were ufed to excite their belief in | 


him ; but all was to little purpofe ; 
as a nation they rejected him, 
which caufed him, when he faw 
the evilthat muft come upon them, 
to weep over Jerufalem faying, 
«QO Jerufalem, Jerufalem thou 
that killeft the prophets and fton- 


eft them which are fent unto thee, | 


Should he own and fopport 
them by his providence in this 
ceremonial worfhip; it would be jx 
effeét to deny himfelf as the try¢ 
Meffiah, asthe great antitype to 


| which all that fhadowy difpenfa. 


tion pointed. 

Couid divine benevolence to the 
church and to the world of map. 
kind fay, that the temple and Jew. 


(ith ftate fhould continue longer 


how often would I have gathered | 
thy children together even as an | 
hen gathereth her brood under her | 


wings and ye would not.”’ 


When the divine Redeemer had 
finifhed his work, avifen from the 


dead and afcended to heaven ;— | - 
> | world of mankind in the all im. 


When the holy fpirit was fent on 
the day of pentecoft, in fuch a 
Miraculous manner, and the apof- 
tles endowed with power from on 
high to work miracles in the name 
of Jefus, and had gone through 
the land of H{rael preaching the 


than fuch a fpace as infinite wif. 
dom faw belt, to give them op. 
portunity to repent and believe? 

Would it not be prefering a lef 
to a greater good, the thadows 


| and darknefs of that difpenfation, 
' to the clear light of the golpel, 


| bring much darknefs on the 


Lili 


church and thus greatly injure the 


| portant concerns of falvation? 


Doth it not then appear, that 
what has been done in the defruce 


tion of that nation and temple, 
though in itfelf dreadful, wasa 


gofpel and that people {till contin- | 


ued to reject it ;—Whien all the 
defigns of that typical’ difpenfa- 
tion and temple worthip were an- 
{wered, the antitype or fubltance 


to wuich they pointed having | 


come, it became improper, inthe 
nature of the cafe, they fhould 
be continued longer under the di- 
vine protcétion and approbation. 


The Meffiah having come and 
plainly taught the way of truth 
and life, a new and glorious light 
arofe and fhone in full {plendor on 
the church, before which ail the 


fhadows of the Jewifh ilate and | dreadful are the confequences of 





work of great benevolence to the 
church and to the world of man. 
kind ; and neceffary to be dont 
to give a clear and full demonftra. 
tion that the MefMiah has actually 
come ; that he reigns king in 
Zion and m the midit of his ence 
mies having all power in heaven 
and earth ? 

There arifes likewife from thefe 
events a very ftrong evidence that 
the Jewifh and Chriltian fcriptures 
are true ; and this evidence has 
been a growing one from the de- 
ftruétion of: the temple to the 


| prefent day. 


temple worfhip mutt of courfe pafs | 


away. But the Jews, contiauing 
in unbelief and endeavoring ftill 
to fupport the temple fervice, 
what could even human reafon ex- 


\ 
| 
| 
| 


We are likewife tanght, how 


reyecting the light and evidence of 
divine truth, which fo clearly 
fhine in the gofpel difpenfation 5 
either from the prejudices of oxt 
own hearts, or from any pre-cone 


pect from the head of the church | ceived opinions. 


in fuch a cafe ? 


Our light is greater, in many 
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xefpedts than the Jews could have, 
and yet how dreadful, and how 
long have divine judgments been 
upoa that nation for rejeGting the 
light they had ! 

Through the family of Abra- 
ham God has inftruéted mankind 
from the early ages of the world, 
tothe prefent day. He has made 
vifible and temporal things, as 
they refpeGted that nation and 
chuich, typically initrudithe world 
in eveuts to come, and in the great 
concerns of eternity. He gave 
them laws with dreadful penalties 
which fhould take place even in 
this worldif they broke them. 
They have broken them, and the 
awful fulfilment of diyine threat- 
enings to that people, ftandsas a 
certain pledge and earneft before 
our eyes, that God is unalterably 
true to his word, and will, from 
the perfection of his nature, fulfil 
all his threatevings on the finally 
impenitent through eternity. 

ZETA. 


-_ 





Totne Evitrors or tHe Con- 
NecTICUT EvanceELicaL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

TO hear of the fovereign grace 
of God, difplayed in causing the nu- 
merous revivals of religion in our 
jand aud in other parts of the 
world, affords joy to every benev- 
vlent heart. Itisa pleafing con- 
fideration that there is fuch a 
mouthly publication as the Evan- 
gelical Magazine, in which narra- 
tives of religious revivals, as well 
#s other ufeful matter, may be re- 
corded for the benefit of prefent 
and future generations. I now 
prefent you the following narra- 
t.ve of a late work of God in 
this place, and if you fhould think 
proper to publish it, may God 
grant thatnone may read itin vain. 
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BOUT the year 31785, ag 


I am informed, there wag 
fome {pecial atteution to religion 
among this people, and about tea 
or twelve perfons, in confequence 
of it were received intothe church. 
I do not karu that there has been 
any other feafon of {pecial atten- 
tion, till of lute, in this place 
fince its fettlencut. Inthe year 
1795 I became connected with 
this people. The church was 
then fmall, and after that time 
it decreafid in numbers by reafon 
of deaths and other removals. 
Sometimes an iufiance of hopeful 
converfion took place, but in gen- 
eral; avery great degree of care- 
leffucfs, as to eternity, prevailed 
among the people. Very few 
were found difpofed to appear 
profefledly on the Lord’s fide. 
The riches, honors and pleafures 
of the world feemed to be the 
great objets of purfuit, while the 
concerns of the foul were very 
much forgotten. Errors and 
immorality gained ground. To 
many who profefled to believe the 


_ {criptures to be the word of God, 


the fundamental doGrines of reli- 
gion were difguilful. Family 
prayer was very unfafhionable. 
The houfe of God was much for- 


| faken on the fabbath, efpecially if 





the weather was unpleafant, and 
when a leéture was. preached on 
another day the preacher faw little 
cl{e but empty pews and the walls 
of the houfe. The youth fpent 
much precious tine at balls, which 
were encouraged by many of the 
old, The members of thechurch, 
althe’ they, in general, appeared 
to be lovers of Chrilt’s caufe, yet 
became too remifs as to church 
difcipline and watchfulnefs over 
each other. 

In the year 1799 revivals of re- 
ligiontook place in foie neighbor- 
ing towns, of which we often 
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heard and concerning which, men- 
tion was fometimes made in public. 
But every thing folemn and im- 
ortant feemed to have no lafting 
effet. At this time, the minds 
of a great part of the people were 
much agitated with the fear of lo- 
fing the title of their lands, they 
being claimed by certain patentees. 
Their property appeared to en- 
grofs the attention, and many 
feemed to fear the lofs of a little 
earth, more than the lofs of eter- 
nal glory. Religious conferences 
were appointed, ond it was hoped 
by the friends of Zion, that the 
cloud of divine influence would 
fpread from neighboring towns 
over us, and that we might fhare 
in the bleffings of the fpinit. But 


left in mourning, and furrounded 
with difcouragements. ‘They re- 


the prophecy of Amos, “I cau 
ed it to rain upon one ¢ ity andl 
caufed it not to rain upon another 
city : one piece was rained upon 


was brought to a termination, but 


not fo fa vorably as the people ho- 
ped. They felt the ttroke ; but, 


it is to be feared, viewed not the 


hand of providence. Still tem- | 


poral things were the principal 
fubjc&s of converfation, aud noth- 


ing fpecial, of a religte sus Nature, | 


appeared. Thechurch coitinued 
to decreafe in numbers, fo that in 


September 1801, but eleven male | became general and until the awe- 


members remained, Our prof- 
pect was exceedingly dark. It 


feemed, that unlefs God fthould | 


interpofe: by his Spirit, the love 
of the bleffed Jefus would, very 
foon, ceafe to be publicly com- 
memorated, and that the enemies 
ef God would foon rejoice in the 





extirpation of even the form of 
religion. Chriftians were fenfible 
that it was with us a time of ey. 
tremity, and doubtlefs were ofte, 
telling Jefus cf their forrows, 
And “glory be to the riches oj 
fovereign grace, the Lord ap. 
peared for us in a time of great 
need. ‘The revival, evidently be. 


| gan among Chriitians. They 


were anxious coucernin; f the { itate 
of religion and doubtlef S Were en. 


| dowed with an uncommon fpirit 
of fervent praver for the advaace. 


ment of Chriit’s caufe. On th: 


| tirlt fabbath in OGtober, two dif. 
, courfes were preached on the nif. 


erics of hell, and by what has fines 
tranfpived, it appears thet 


| minds of feveral perfons were on 
all means were found to be inef- | 


feciual and God’s children were | 


that day much imprefied. I ap. 
pointed a conference to be at my 
houfein the evening, in hopes 


| people might be dilpofed to at. 
alized the truth of thefe words iu 


tend ; and tothe great joy of God’s 
friends, a much larger number ap- 


/ peared than was expected, This 
| was 2 folemn meeting, and gare 
| fome encouragement to hope that 
and the piece whereupon it rained | 
not withered.” At length, the | 
controverly refpecting the lands | 


God was about to caufe a fhaking 
among the dry bones of this val- 
ley.  Chriftians were animated 
with the thought 3 but they fai 
Lele concer ning theirexpectations 
Another conference was appoint 
ed: At this the numbers were ttill 
greater, and the appearance of 


many gave evidence of fomething 


uncommon upon their minds. 
Conferences were continued, and 


| the numbers and folemnity grad- 


ually increafed, until the folemnity 


k ening arofe to a great h eight. 
There was no uncommon pro 
vidence, nor any new means made 
ufe of in the beginning of the revi- 
vals; but the fame kind of provl- 
denees with » which: the people 
were before vifited, and the fame 


iruths which they before hea! 








made a very different impreffion. 
None can, therefore, rationally at- 
tributethe awakening to any thing 
fhort of the power of him who 
wena all things according to 
the counfel of his own will. At 
a precy conference, January 
28th 1802, one whois a head of 


a fa mily, voluntarily arofe and ac- | 


know ledged, that although he had 
formerly” “obtained a hope that he 
had religion, he had been very un- 
faithful in regard to family pray- 
er, inftradting and warning his fa- 

mily and other duties. He faid 
lie had tried to quiet confcience 
by excufes ; but ftill fomething 
within would often tell him thefe 
excufes would not anfwer his pur- 
pofe, and he could not remain at 
eafe. He faid he was convinced 
that it was in vain to plead any 
excufe, that he felt condemned, 
aud that he had wounded his own 
foul; but that he begged God’s 
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forgivenefs, and was determined | 


to go forward in the flrength of 
the Lord, and to endeavor to live 


devoted to the fervice of God. He | 


warned others not to follow his 
finful example if they regarded 
heir own peace, or the honor of 
Chriit’?s caufe. He was followed 
by feveral others to the like im- 
port. Some of thefe perfons 
were leading characters in the 


nee - eas 
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great and manifold fins, and to 
think at the fame time that thou- 
fands live to old age in fis, as itu- 
pid almoft as beatts. Although 
not many who were members of 
thefe fchools, have made a public 
profeffion as yet, flill it is to be 
hoped that numbers of them have 
been made the adopted children of 
God. The manner in which the 
awakening was introduced into 
one of the fchools, was very ree 
markable. A female, between 
eleven and twelve years of age, 
when fhe was on the road, became 
fuddenly poffeffed of the ‘thoughit 
that fhe mutt die, and then was 
led to reflect on her fins) She 
was in great diltrefs of mind, and 
continued fo for fome weeks. The 
reft of the fchool witneffed it and 
became folemnized. Great fer- 
vice was rendered thefe {chools by 
the religious inflruétions of their 
teachers, who were much engaged 
to promote the f{pintual well fare 
of their pupils. One of thefe 


| teachers hoped he had formerly 


embraced religion ; the other ob- 
tained a hope after he took the 
fchoel. . The month of Februar 

was a remarkable month. Reli- 
gion appeared indecd to be the 


; principal bufinefs to which people 


"attended, 


town, wheliave fince madea public 
protefiion of religion and continue | 
engaged in the caufe of God. At | 


the conference lait menti oned, eve- 
ry perfon appeared GSeness zed, 
and many were exceedin; aly affedt- 


increafed. Conferences were more 
crowded, although there were fe- 
veral in a week; and in diflerent 
parts of the focicty. In Februa- 
"Ys two of our fchools were great- 

ly folemnized. It was very af- 
fecting to fee children almott rea. 


| made a fhort work of it. 


and it was almott the 

nly fubject of converfation. Al- 
moft every day, new inftances of 
conviétion and hopeful converfion 
took plaee. ‘The Lord then 
It was 
then more common that convic- 


tion was fudden, diftrefs extreme, 
ed. rom that time, the work 


dy to, fuk under a fenfe of their | 


and relief foon given. Such 
numbers came to our religious 
conferences, that when we met 
near the center of the fociety, the 
people could not be accommoda- 
ted in any dwelling houfe or ichool 
houfe. We therefore were obli- 
ged to meet in the meciing houfe 
in celd evenings, for a confidera- 
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ble time: In one inltance we ad- 
journed thither after we had be- 
gun exercifes in a dwelling houle, 
finding it impoffible for the people 
to be accommodated. It was 
fuppofed that five hundred per- 
fons affembled at fome evening 
meetings. At a dwelling houfe 
nearly two miles from the meeting- 
houfe, where we often met, it was 
fuppofed that between four and 
five hundred fometimes affembled 
in the evening. On fabbath days 
our houfe of worfhip was filled, 
and there was fuch folemnity and 
fuch fixed and univerfal attention, 
as cannot be defcribed ; and fuch 
as perhaps, never was conceived 
by any who have not witnefled 
like fcenes. About this time, 
fundry remarkable inftances of 
hopeful converfion took place, 
which not only rejoiced the hearts 
of ‘Zton’s friends, but altonifhed 
eppofers. 

Two or three of which I will 
now relate. A man about fifty 
four years of age, who, not only 
had lived a very carelefs life, but 
was openly much oppofed to the 
gofpel plan of falvation, and to 
the work of God in the revival, 
was brought under deep convic- 
tion ina fudden manner, There 
came into his houfe a traveller 
with a burden upon his back : the 
family were about to fet down at 
the table : the ftranger was invi- 
ted toeat : when they arofe from 
table and were withdrawing, the 
ftranger faid, ** don’t let us for- 
get to give God thanks :”’ he then 
gave thanks and departed. The 
man of the houfe felt reproved and 
confounded. The words of the 
ftranger were faftened upon his 
mind by the power of God. He 
was led to reflect on his wicked- 
nefs in being unmindful of God, 
in negle€ting prayer and thankf- 
giving. He was alfo led to re- 








Revival of Religion in Lebanon, State of N. York. [Noy 


fle& on his manifold fins, until ji, 
fins appeared to him a burden j). 
finitely greater than that of ti 
traveller. He found no relief y,, 
til, as he hopes, his heart was 
changed by the irrefillible ingy. 
ence of the holy fpirit. His wif 
alfo, about the fame time, became 
convicted and hopefully convert. 
ed. To hear thefe perfons cog. 
verfe was peculiarly affecting, 
Another man who was not only 
very carelefs about religion, by 
had declared he would never ente 
our houfe ef public worfhip, ard 
had kept his word as to this for 
many years, was flruck under {ud. 
den conviction. His wife having 
before obtained a hope, propofal 
joining the church. He was tha 
led to refle&t on his own fate aad 
fituation. The idea of being lei 
to go down to. hell, while num 
bers of his neighbors and even his 
wife had fet out for heaven, caul- 
ed him totremble. His fins arofe 
before him like mountains, and 
his diitrefs of .mind was very 
great. At length he obtained a 
humble hope in the mercy of a 
fovereign God. Since that tim 
one of his children has been a fub: 
ject of the work. 

Another perfon was much op- 
pofed to the fovereignty of God 
and other doétrines connected 
with it. He did not believe 
them, but in cafe they were trus, 
he believed they were very crucl 
and unreafonable, He determit- 
ed never to bow to them, and 
thought that if he fhould ever be 
come a Chriltian, he could never 
join a church that believed them. 
He was however brought under 
conviétion. He thea faw thole 
doctrines to be true, but hated 
them. He obferves, that he ol 
ten wifhed himfelf annihilated, and 
thathe had fuch oppolition of heat 
to the fovereigaty of God, thet 











fometimeshe hadtoexert himfelf in 
order to keep his lips clofed, left 
he fhould blafpheme God and feal 
his own damnation. At length 
his heart became hopefully chang- 
ed, and then he reahzed thofedoc- 
trines which he had oppofed, to 
be not only reafonable, but inex- 
nreflibly amiable and precious. 
He now is convinced that if they 
were not true no man could have 
any profpe& of being faved. 

Another who was openly op- 
pofed to the dotrines of grace, 
would fometimes abfent himfelf 
from public worfhip in the after- 
noon, becaufe they were dwelt on 
in the forenoon. Still, as he 
finee acknowledges, he knew they 
were contained in the bible, and 
when he found them there, his 
heart would rife againft them, 
and he would turn to another place 
in order to find fome thing more 
agreeable. At length, he alfo 
became hopefully reconciled to 
God ; and thofe do&trines which 
he hated, are exceedingly delight- 
ful. 

I mention thefe inftances, not 
with an idea that the exercifes of 
their hearts were effentially dif- 
ferent from the exercifes of the 
other fubje€&ts of the work, but 
becaufe they were among thofe, 
which were rather more ftriking 
on account of fome external cir- 
cumftances, and which feemed to 
have a convincing effe€t on the 
minds of many. 

On the firft of March, an in- 
ftance of mortality took place, 
the circumftances of which were 
as follow. The perfon was a fe- 
male ef about middle age. Her 
ficknefs was fhort and violent. 
She had formerly a hope that the 
poflefled religion, but in her fick- 
nefs fhe gave up her hope, and was 
illed with great horror of mind. 
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lowing manner. “ O! wretches 
ed finner that Iam! I have liv- 
ed in fin all my life. I have re- 
fifted the holy fpirit and crucified 
the Lorf Jefus Chrift by my fins. 
Chrift has called me, but I havé 
refufed : he has ftretched out his 
hand, but I have difregarded, and 
now too late, I fee miy error : my 
probationary ftate is ended: the 
door of heaven is fhut againft me : 
I know it is juft in God to fen- 
tence me to eternal mifery ; but 
Oh! how! trembleto think of 
feeing an angry God : I feel hell 
already begun in my foul.’”? She 
was told that although fhe was a 
great finner, and it was neceffary 
for her to realize it, yet Chrift is 
able to fave great finners, and 
whofoever cometh to him he will 
in no wife caft out. She replied, 
*¢ It is true Chrift is able to fave 
great finners; but he will fave 
none but thefe who accept him on 


his own terms : and E have never 


accepted him,’ I have defpifed 

him and now muft be damned.” 

It was propofed to join in prayer. 

She confented ; but in time of 
prayer, fhe broke out in agony; 

faying, “* I am dying and there 

is no mercy for me. I am now 

going and have no God to go to.”” 

In the utmoft diftrefs of mind fhe 
would cry out, * Lord have mer- 
cy, Jelus have mercy, thoufands 
of worlds would I give, could I 
have one {mile from Jefus ; I afk 
not for life but only for one fmile 
from Jefus ; but I muft die and 
go direétly to hell.” She warn- 
ed thofe around her of the dan- 
ger of living without God in the 
world, and intreated them to ef- 
cape for their lives to Jefus before 
it fhould be too late. She doubt- 
lefs was in great pain of body, 
but her diftrefs of mind was fo 
great that her bodily pains feemed 


the expreffed herfelf in the fol- | to be nothing in comparifon. She 
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eontinued crying for mercy till 
her voice failed. Her lait words, 
which fhe uttered in a whifper, 
were, as nearly as could be under- 


{weet Jefus, come quickly,” and 
then fhe inflantly expired. In 


what ftate fhe found herfelf is not | 
Through | 


for us to determine. 
the whole of her ficknefs fhe knew 


to have the regular ufe of her rea- 
fon. This providence feemed to 


ly imprefied with the 


ing ready. Numbers who were 
not Chriflians were much alarm- 
ed, and thofe who had hopes, 
were led to felf-examination, and 
to ferious meditation ou changing 
worlds. ‘I'he funeral was attend. 
ed by a large concourfe of peo- 
ple, and a fermon was delivered 
from Tob xiv. 10. 
ef the utmoft folemnity. In the 
evening a conference was attend- 
ed. Numbers feemed to be under 
deep conviction, and the atlembly 
in general, appeared as if they 
were looking into the eternal 
world. 

The next fabbath was commu- 
nion day, and doubtlefs will be 
forever remembered by many, with 
joy and gratitude. 
mueteen were received into the 
church, Theaffembly was mach 
crowded, and it was fuppofed by 
fome that f 
were in tears. 
to be indeed among us : it looked 


« 
oO 


as if every foul felt the weight of | 


eternal things. At evening we 


day evening att er, 2 meeting hav- 
ing been previoully appointed for 


Jome to converie on the fubject of | 


joming the church, and people 


It was atime | 


half of the affembly 
The Lord feemed 
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fuppofing it to be a public meet. 
ing, a room was filled in the af. 
ternoon, and in’ the evening the 


| houfe became fo crowded tha 
ftood, «* Come Lord Jefus, come | 


many with difficulty efcaped faint. 
ing. On Wednefday, about two 
hours before fun fet, a candidate 
came into the place, he was inter. 
rogated on the road and accompa. 


| nied by feveral to my houfe. | 
thofe whe came in, aud appeared | 
| had fpread abroad that ther 
would probably be preaching ig 
be ordered for good purpofes. | 
Many were witnelf&es of her dif- 
trefs, and all appeared to be deep- | 
idea of | 
death and the importance of be- | 


was not at home, but as the new 
> eC news 


the eventug, I found as I was re. 
turning about fun fet, the people 
collecting, and as foon as I could 
wait upon the preacher, a crowd. 
ed afiembly were together. Qn 
the two next evenings we had full 
meetings, asthere were conferen- 
ces previoufly appointed. I men. 
tion the tranfactions of this week, 
as a {pecimen of the engaged: 
nefs which prevailed among the 
people. It appeared that if rei 
gious meetings had been appoitt- 
ed every day, the frequency of 
them would not have been the oc- 
cafion of diminithing the numbers 
of the aflemblies. Unfavorable 
weather aid extreme bad travel. 
ling were not pleaded as excufes 
for abfence, nor did they operate 
as inducements fufficient to de- 
tain people from meeting. How 
evident is it, therefore, that all the 


_comtnon excutes which fecure iin 
On that day 


ners make for their abfence from 
public worfhip, may all be refolved 
into a want of inclination:: For 
when once people are inclined, we 
fee that all common excufes vane 
ith, and many obttacles are fure 
mounted. In addition to public 
meetings, people under religious 


| impreions, reforted to my houfe, 
hac a full conference. «On Suef. | 


and fome times from morning till 
evening, ia order to converle on 
religions concerns. As the awak- 

fT a « Pe 
ening increafed, profeilors 1m g* 


} ° a e 
' nerel increafed in animation. Some 








of them {pent much time in vifit- 
ing, in order to converfe on reli- 
gious fubjects. People in general 
were ready to hear at all times, 
and it was remarkably eafy to in- 
troduce religious converfation. 
Indeed it would have been very 
difficult not to have converfed a- 
bout religion, had a perfon been 
difpofed. Even at feveral houfes 
of public entertainment, ferious 
converfation was more common 
than any other. 

About the middle of March 
there was a decline of the work, 
which continued about a month. 
Perhaps it is my duty to obferve 
that, at this time, a fe€&tarian con- 
troverfy became a fubje& of 
more general attention and con- 
verfation than before. This how- 
ever, in fome meafure fubfided in 
a few weeks, and the attention was 
again turned more to experimental 
religion and eternity. About the 
middle of April a fecond revival 
took place, which arofe to as great 
and perhaps greater height than 
the firft. Chriftians had a new 
glow of animation. Many new 
inftances of conviétion and hope- 
ful converfion took place, and the 
Lord triumphed glorioufly. Open 
oppofition then much ceafed for a 
time. Thofe who had oppofed 
the work, were either fubdued by 
the irrefiilible grace of God, or 
were influenced to be more pri- 
vate in their afperfions. Asa fpe- 
cimen of tae engagednefs of this 
time, it may be obferved that on 
the week including the 28th of 
April, there were three conferen- 
cesand one lecture appointed ; 
yet thefe did not fuffice the minds 
of people. Not a day paffed this 
week except Saturday, without a 
meeting either in the day time or 
evenuie. The work continued at 
its height until about the middle 
ef May. Till that time our meet- 

Vor. IV. No. 5. 
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ings were as full as ever, and new 
converfions appeared to take 
place. Aftertliat time, the num- 
bers at conferences were rather 
lefs, and continued gradually to 
decreafe. The bufinefs of the 
feafon neceffarily called for more 
attention. But ftill our houfe of 
worfhip was full on the fabbath, 
and fome inftances of hopeful con- 
verfion occafionelly took place 
through the courfe of the fum- 
mer, and alfo in the autumn and 
winter fucceeding. There are 
now numbers who de not fuppofe 
they have religion, who are folemn 
and enquiring. Religious confer- 
ences are ftill continued. We 
hope the fpirit has not wholly de- 
parted, but we fear the fhower of 
divine influence, in regard to con- 
verting finners, is almoft or quite 
patt. 

One hundred and ten have been 
added to the church, about thirty 
more, we hope, have paffed from 
death to life, and feventy-three 
have been baptized, in the courfe 
of the revival. Ninety-nine were 
received into the church in the 
compafs of one year, fixty-four of 
which were received in the com- 
pafs of about two months. 

It is vifible that God hath a&- 
ed as a fevereign, having mercy 
on whom he would have mercy. 
Some of almoft all claffes and fitue 
ations have been taken, while 
others as likely to human appear- 
ance to have been wrought upon, 
have been left. The greater part 
of the fubjeéts of the work are 
between fifteen and forty years of 
age. The oldeft perfon, who has 
made a profeffion, with a hope 
dated fince the revival begun, is 


now about fifty-five years of age. . 


It is hoped that fome down to 

eleven years of age, have been 

born again. ‘The awakening has 

not prevailed equally in all parts ef 
Z. 
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the fociety. Thofe families who | 


were accultomed to attend public 
worfhip, have been more generally 
than others, fharers in the fpecial 
influences of the fpirit. 
however, have been found of the 
{pirit, who were not much accuf- 


A few, | 


| 
{ 
' 


t 
' 
' 


tomed to attend public worfhip. | 
In fundry inflances it has been the | 
cafe, that when the {pirit entered 

a family, almoit the whole of the | 
family became hopefully convert. | 
|They then knew by experience 
what many difbelicve, viz. that 
they were totally depraved in 
children, reckoning a daughter im | 


ed. From one family five, includ- 
ing parents and children ; from 
another fix, including parents and 


law, have joined the people of 
God. But the moft remarkable 


parents of a family, who have 
been profeffors for fome 
have had the fatisfaction to 
children, including children in 


hopes in the courfe of this revival. 


by the Lord to imprefs the minds | 


of finners, they have beeu various. 
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and done many things which they 
ought not to have done. They 
then thought of reforming their 
lives. But on trial they found 
they were ftill growing worfe ; 
for, finding God looks at the 
heart, they were next brought to 
fee its wickednefs. As their con- 
victions increafed they found that 
their hearts were not only defti- 
tute of all right exercifes, but that 
they were really oppofed to God. 


heart, and that the carnal mind is 


enmity againtt God. They knew 


| that they not only had done no- 
inftance of this kind is this : The | 


Jearte 
ee ten | 


thing acceptable to God, but that 
they had rejeéted the Lord Jefus 
Chuift, and mifimproved all the fa- 
vors of heaven. They faw that 


| they were. already condemned, 
law, publicly profefs the religion | 
of Chrift, all of whom obtained | 
tainly be loft, unlefs that God 


As to the means made ule of | 


from the burning. 


Some refer to fome fermen which | 
left. an abiding impreffion on their | 


minds. Some, to a particular 
fentence inafermon, fuch as this, 


“Eternity is near at hand,’ or | 
this, “* The bufinefs of religion | 
requires hafte,’? which they could 


not banifh from their 


minds. | 


Others quote fome text of ferip- | 
ture which ftruck their minds for. | 


cibly ; or mention fome particu- 


alarmed them, and others feemed 
to be awakened in a very fudden 


manner without any vifible means | 


at the time 

When perfons have had their 
attention called up, their minds 
have generally dwelt firft upon 
externals. They found that they 
had left undone many things 
which they ought to have done, 


that the wrath of God abode on 
them, and that they fhould cer: 


whom they hated, fhould in fove- 
reign mercy, pluck them as brands 
They faw 
that there was no promife of 
mercy to them im particular, and 
that they fhould have no reafon 
to complain if God fhould isftant- 
ly caft them into hell, It does 
not however appear that all are 
¢onfcious of ther convictions pro- 
grefling in the manner above de- 
fcribed. Some have been more 
direétly convicted of the wicked- 


| nefs of their hearts and then of 
lar occurrence of providence which | 


their lives. As to the manner 
and progrefs of conviétion there 
has been a diverfity. In general 
great diftrefs of mind, through fear 


| of hell, has accompanied convic- 
| tion, and fome by their diftrefs, 


have been fo long kept froin tak- 
ing any confiderable food and reft 


In fleep, as made it evident they 


could {ubfift but a fhort time with- 
out relief. In fome cafes there 
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has been conviction without any 
great apparent diftrefs through 
fear of mifery. All the fubjects 
of the work, however, have mani- 
felted a great fenfe of the evil of 
fin, of their own aggravated crim- 
inalty, of their danger, and of the 
iuftice of God in their damnation. 
" After the fubjeéts of this work 
have been convinced of their own 
vilenefs, and finding no hope from 
any thing in themfelves, finding 
themfelves in the hands of a fove- 
reign God at whofe option it is 
to fave them or not, they have 
been brought, as we truft, by the 
renewing influence of the fpirit, 
to fubmit themfelves to God, to 
be difpofed of by him as he pleaf. 
es for time and eternity. ‘They 
then are freed from their diftref- 
ling fears of hell and poffefs fe- 
renity and peace. They difcover 
fuch glory in God that they are 
willing to truft themfelves in his 
hands. Realizing the glory of 
God to be more important than 
all things elfe, they profefs to 
have a greater defire for the pro- 
motion of his glory than for their 
own private happinefs, and a 
choice to be at the difpofalof God 
for time and eternity, in preference 
to being at their own difpofal. 
They profefs to love God becaufe 
he is holy, becaufe he hates all 
fin, becaufe he is juftas well as 
merciful. They have joy, not 
becaufe they are fafe, for at firlt 
they do not have the idea that 
they are fafe, or that they are re- 
generated ; but they rejoice that 
God is a fovereign—that he reigns 
—that he has a plan of operation 
—that h¢ will fulfil all his purpo- 
fes—that he will difplay his mercy 
in the falvation of as many as he 
fees proper—and that he wil! caufe 
all things to advance his own glo- 
ry.—They experience a chance 
°F mind not only in regard to the 
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chara&ter of God; but alfoin re- 
gard to hislaw. They profefs to 
love the law becaufe it is holy, juft 
and good, and hecaufe its penalty 
is juft. They appear to have a 
nearnefs—a great attachment to 
Chriftians, of which they for- 
merly knew nothmg. They have 
ardent defires for the good of fin- 
ners. They wifh the grace of 
God forever to be glorified in the 
falvation of others whether they 
themfelvesare favedorlof. They 
profefsto defire the welfare of their 
greateft enemies. They profefs 
to hate fin becaufe it is wrong and 
zgainft God, and think they fhould 
equally hate it if there were no 
hell. If it were left to their 
choice to live to old age in fin 
and then be faved, or to live a 
godly life, they think they fhould 
not hefitate in choofing a godly 
life. As foon as their minds are 
brought to dwell on Chrift, they 
realize him to be the one altogeth- 
er lovely, anda Saviour exadtly 
fuited to the exigencies of finners. 
They fee an infinite fulnefs in 
Chrift, and realize not only that 
he is the only way to the Father, 
but that he is the heft poffibleway, 
the moft glorious way, and theon- 
ly defirable way. They think 
they approve of Chrift as their 
teacher and king, and acknowl. 
edge that if they be ever faved it 
muft be on the ground of his 
atonement. ‘They profefs to have 
a defire to comply with all the re- 
quirements of Chrift and efteem all 
his ordinances not only as duties, 
but as iaexpreflible privileges. 
They find, in themfelves, a very 
great alteration as to their tafte 
relative to all moral fubjeés. 





They are fenfible that they love 
what they once hated, and hate 
what they once loved. They are 
fenfible of new views, new aims, 
‘ pew averfions, and new delights. 
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A new beauty appears in gofpe 
truths in general, and it feems to | 


| trines. 


them that miniflers preach much 
better than they formerly did. 


Some have expreffed themfelves, | 


that they never heard a fermon be- 
fore, that they have juft awaked 
out of fleep, and that they wonder 
howit waspoffiblethat they fhould 
not have attended more to reli- 
gious cancerns before. Eventhat 
timidity as to being alone, which 
was natural to fome, is now much 
departed, on account of a new 
confidence in God, Numbers 
have faid they have experienced 
that happinefs in one hour which 
is worth more than all the enjoy- 
ments of their former life. One 
faid, her fatisfaction in one minute, 
was worth more than all her for- 
mer pleafures. Dut notwithftand- 
ing the change of which the fub- 
jects of this work are fenfible, 
they have fuch a fenfe of their 
own vilenefs, and feel fo different 
in fome refpects, from what they 
formerly fuppofed Chriftians felt, 
that for a while, they in general 
are not ready to think they are 
really regenerated. On further 
examination however, of their ex- 
ercifes and the real marks of reli- 
gion as recorded in the {criptures, 
they are led to entertain a humble 
hope that they have been born 
again. They are ready to allow 


that if they be converted, it was | 


done by the agency of God, that 
it was not for any of their own 
performances, and that it was 
wholly owing to God’s having: 
mercy on whom he would have 
mercy. Numbers who were not 
only inveterate, but open oppofers 
of the doétrine of eleétion, now 
not only acknowledge its truth, 
but fay if it were not true, they 
fhould not have the leaft hope of 
heaven. And I know of none 


who have obtained hopes in this 


Revival of Religion in Lebanon State of N. York. 








| 





| 





[Nox. 


| awakening, who have not embrac. 


ed the Calviniftic fyflem of doc. 
Although the new con- 
verts appear to have defires to 
comply with all known duty, yet 
in general, they have great diff. 
dence about joining the church 
for fear of deceiving themfelves 
and others, and for fear of difho. 
noring the caufe of Chrift. They 
have fuch a fenfe of their own un. 
worthinefs and guilt, that they 
are, for the moft part, far more 
doubtful concerning their own 
good eflate, than others are con- 
cerning then. 

Perhaps fome, when reading 
the foregoing narrative, may fap- 
pofe there was much enthufiafm 
among the people. But this isa 
wrong fuppofition 3 for inftead of 
noife and enthufiafm, even when 
there was the greatelt engaged- 
nefs, there were remarkable regu. 
larity and order. I have never 
heard any outcries in any public 
meeting, and the appearance of 
people was more like rational 
creatures, who realized they were 
very foon to enter the eternal 
world, than like boifterous enthu- 
fiahs, 

The good effects of this work 
are very vifible, which fhow it to 
be the work of God. Public 
worfhip on the fabbath and on 
other days is attended by greater 
numbers and with more conttancy. 
A very great alteration has taken 
place in the fociety, as to family 
prayer. The fcriptures are more 
generally read, and all divine ordi- 
nances are apparently much more 
reverenced. Church difcipline is 
reviving and the fabbath is vifibly 
kept.in a more fuitable maaner. 
There appears to be a remarkable 
friendfhip among the fubjects of 
this work. ‘This is more obferva- 
ble on account of the former difa- 
grecments arifing from political 
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oninions. It was pleafing to fee 

thofe who had been at variance m 

volitical matters, unite ia joining 
the church, in love and harmony. 
Although there be ftill perhaps 
the fame difference in_ political 
opinions, yet difarreeable animo- 
fries are much laid a fide, as far as 
refpects the fubjects of this work. 


a I have not known ofa 
ball being attended in the fociety, 


o 


fince the beginning of the revival. 
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away the glorious harveft feafon, 
and it is to be feared they are left 
to ripen for final deftruGtion. It 
is high time for them to fear and 
tremble, and to flee to the Saviour 
left they be confumed. Notwith- 
ftanding the great things God 


heth done for us, whereof we are 


| clad ; yetit is an affecting confi- 
T here is a pleafing alteration a- | 
mong the youth as to vain amufe- | 


| ed out his hand. 


Inthe firft part of it there was | 


one attempted, but it failed for | 


e ! 
want of numbersto attend. One | God of all grace for his goodnefs ; ; 


evening in each week: is fet apart 
in particular, tor young people to 
meet and attend to religious cone 
cerns ; on which occations they 
choofe to meet, in preference to 
attending to the found of the viol 
id {pending their time in mirth. 

Ii is peculiarly pleafing to fee fo 
many youth draw around the table 
of the Lord, on cociaiaion days. 
Almoft the whole of thofe who 
fing in public worfhip, are profef- 
fors of religion. ‘Thofe new con- 
verts who have made a profeffion 
of rcligion, appear as yet to bring 
orth the good fruit of a regular 
life and converfation. But, after 
all, it may be that fome of them 
have deceived themfelves, and 


deration that there are many a- 
mong us who have hitherto refuf- 
ed when God hath called, anddif- 
regarded when God hath ftretch- 
Let every bene- 
volent reader of this narrative be 
sateented: ae only to praife the 


_ but pray, that the fubjcéts of this 
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| 


ncn : 
others are ftill in the gall of bitter- 


nels.’ They ought to be exceed- 


ingly critical in felf-examination, | 


| 


and conftant in watchfulnefs and | 


pra ayer, confidering they are to be 
udged by the heart fearching 
God, and that it will be unfperk- 
ably awful to fall from a vilible 
Randi: ag inthe church into the 
horrors. of hell. Some who were 
carmed to a confidera ble degree 
a the time of the awakening, have 
telapfed into a ftate of inattention, 
and many who were folemnized 
ippear oa the whole, to lave idied 





work may have grace to be faith. 
ful to their God and to their own 
fouls, and at lait be found at the 
right handof their judge ; alfo that 
the unhappy mortals among us 
who are yet impenitent may be 
awakened and converted, by the 
fovereign grace of God now in 
time, before they awake in that 
hell from which there is no re- 
demption. 

Wifiing the blefling of heaven 
to attend your benevolent exer- 
tio: 1S, 

I am, gentlemen, 
with much refpeét, 
yours, &e. 
SILAS CHURCHILL. 
Lebanon, flate of N. York, 
June 1803. 





Letter from the London Miffionary 
Society to the Miffionary Society 


of Conncélicut. 


London, 12th July, 1803. 


w Brethren, 
ITH inereafing thank. 
Vi fulnefs to the God of all 
grace, Ww ho 13 pleafed to accept 
ned blefs our labors of love, we 
wifhto communicate to you, breth- 
ren, and ail who love our Lord 
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Jefus Chrift in fincerity, the refult 
of our ninth annual aflembly. 
Through the good hand of our 
God upon us we have again met 
to confult oa the beft means, and 
to carry them into the foeediett 
effect for fpreading moi exten- 
fively throuchout the world, aad 
Specially in the lands of the hea- 
then the knowledge of falvation 


by the blood of the Lamb. Ful- 


ly perfuaded that we fhall finally | 


reap if we fait not, aud favor- 
ed with beholding the biefied 
commencemszuts of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom in the lands which 
are afar off, we haften to detail 
the prefent ftate of our miffionary 
labors, and the fteps we are fliil 
purfuing ; affured that you will 
join with us in bleffing the great 
head of his church and people for 
all his mercies paft, an! cry 
mightily with us to him, who hath 
the refidue of the fpirit, that he 
will crown thefe efforts with more 
abundant fuccefs, fet up his king- 
dom through the earth, and take 
to himfelf his great power and 
reign. 


We doubt not the common ine | 


terefts of Zion have lain deep up- 
on your hearts ; and that we have 
fhared the bleffing of your pray- 
ers, which have entered into the 
ears of the God of Sabaoth ; we 
therefore addrefs you in the confi. 
dence of fraternal regard that you 
may abound more and more, and 
as iron fharpneth iron we with to 
excite and animate a fpirit of more 
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vigorous exertion in all lands, to | 


promote the fame great objeé. 
Every where the means are with- 
in your reach, and with us you 
will find, that the facilities of ex- 
ecution will advance with the 


activity and perfeverance of the 
faithful. 

The returning horrors of re- 
zewed devaflations fo inimical to 





[Noy, 


miffionary labors have not difcoy. 
raged us. We have met a hof, 
and renewed the folemn pledge to 
each other never to be weary in 
well doing, to redouble our exer. 
tions, and when our ftrength fhall 
fail, hope to devolve the bleffed 
fervice on our fucce fors more able, 
more active, and more fuccefsful, 
till the earth be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the fea. 

Tt will hardly be poffible to 
communicate to you an adequate 
view of the fcene prefented in our 
offemblies of the faithful minitlers 
of Chrift from all parts of our 
Mand, and the thoufands of our 
{fracl united with them 3; indeed 
no place of worfhip however vat 
could contain them. The report 
is every where gladdening of the 
endeavors made to fpread the 





er ea ae os 
got rough every corner of 
: 
om own land. The numbers of 
faitstul witneffes daily increafing— 
at 5 
the care of the rifling’ generation 


particularly attended to—many 

thoufands are under the tuition of 

faithful men, who freely devote 
| themfelves to this charitable work, 
and happy inftances conftantly oc- 
cur of the bleffed effects on our 
youth, living and dying. Socie- 
ties for the difperfion of the mot 
impreflive religious tracts are form- 
ed in different parts, and the im- 
menfity of the number of thefe 
{fpread through the land, and daily 
increafing, has had the ftronget 
tendency to diffufe evangelical 
truth on every fide. But as we 
efpecially have longed for a more 
univerfal diffufion of the ferip- 
tures, that every family may pol- 
fefs a bible, we with pleafure in- 
form you that a particular atten- 
tion has been lately paid to this 
important fubject. With this view 
an addrefs has been circulated 
and enquiries inflituted, in various 
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puts of the Britifh empire, and 
“fo on the continent, to afcertain 
the aCtual fituation of the poor 
with refpe& to the facility with 
which they may obtain bibles. 
The refult has already proved that 
they are under much greater dif- 
fculty than could have been ex- 
oected from a fuperficial view . of 
the fubje&t, and we hope it will 


timulate the opulent profeffors of | 


Chriftianity to adopt fome fuffici- 
eit meafures, which may enable 
every poor perfon who fhail be 
defirous of reading the word of 
life to obtain a bible, on making 
proper application. Permit us, 
brethren, to urge you to inftitute 
2 fimilar enquiry in your vicinity, 
ind alfo to try what can be done 
to promote the objeé&t for which 
fuch enquiries are entered upon. 
And we fhall feel peculiar plea- 
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| 
| 





fue in fubmitting any communi: | 
cations on the fubjeé to the | 


Chrittian brethren who have en. | 


tered with diligence and zeal on 
fonoble a purfuit. Amidft the 
haking of the nations we truft the 
King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, will be our ftrength and 
our redeemer, and make us yet a 
praife in the earth. 
days of peace may quickly return, 
the {word be beat into the plough 
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to you the prefent ftate of our 
miflionary labors by which you 
will perceive with pleafure that 
many of the heathen receive with 
gladnefs the word of life. 

To you therefore, our Chriftian 
brethrer in all lands, we would ad- 
drefs ourfelves, aflared how much 
joy it will give you to hear of the 
progrefs of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, and confident we fhall find 
in you an awakened fpirit of wif- 
dom, zeal and exertion to promote 
the fame blefied object, according 
to the means which the divine 
providence may point out to you 3 
only be ftrong and very conrage- 
ous. Our Redeemer is mighty, 
tho’ we are few and feeble and as 
the excellency of the power is of 
him and not of us, we will not 
defpair under the fenfe of our in- 
fufficiency, or any of the diffi. 
culties and dangers in the way. 
In the ftrength of the Lord and 
the power of his might we refolve 
in the patience of hope to perfe- 
vere. Never can we fufficiently 


acknowledge the great things the 


Oh that the | 


hare, and men learn war no more. | 
. eo! -% } 
It will be fo, whenever the fpirit | 


of God and of glory refteth upon 
us. 

But you will defire efpecially to 
know how the more immediate 
edjeéts of our miflionary efforts 
proceed and profper. And here- 
‘”y glory be to God ! we may tru- 
‘y let up our Ebenezer, and fay 
the Lord hath heiped us. In all 
places where our brethren labor, 
the Lord of Hofts is with them, 
the God of Jacob is their refuge. 


rw e . 
Whe ac companying report will 


. ° i 
ta the fulleft manner communicate 





Lord hath done, the widely diffu- 
fed {pread of evangelical truth ia 
our own land, the hoft of wit- 
neffes rifen and arifing to lift up 
the ftandard of the crofs and de- 
termined to know nothing but 
Jefus Chrift, and him crucified. 
Tidings of great joy are wafted 
to us acrofs the atlantic, that 
times of refrefhing from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, are given to 
many of our brethren in different 
provinces of America. - From va- 
rious parts of Europe we receive 
the pleafing intelligence that in 
many places the living waters have 
broken forth to renew the face of 
the earth. Socicties are formed 
to promote miffionary obje&s 5 
and active zeal employed in the 
publication and difperfion of reli- 
gious tracts, admirably calculated 
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to revive the flumbering, to call 
the inattentive, to inftruS the ig- 
norant, and to confirm tne faith- 
ful. 

On you, brethren, therefore we 
are emboldened to call, up and be 
doing, before the night cometh 
when no mancanwork. Inyour 
feveral fpheres of ufefulnefs re- 
double your activity. Look round 
and confider what can be done 
wifely, {peedily, for the fouls pe- 
rifhing for lack of knowledge, or 
languifhing for want of the vivi- 
fying breath to kindle the fmok- 
ing flax intoa fame. Much may 
be hoped from united efforts. But 
no individual is fo inconfiderable, 
as that from him may not arife 
the cominencement of the great- 
eft effeéts; at leaft every man who 
defires to do fomething for his 
Lord, and the fouls redeemed by 
his precious blood, may reft affur- 
ed the labor fhall not be in vain. 
He fhall fee of the travail of his 
foul, or it fhall be remembered to 
his praife, at the great day of the 
appearing of our God and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift. 

Defirous of maintaining endear- 
ed communion, with thofe who 


love-our Lord Jefus Chrift in ev- | 


ery land—we greet you in the 
bonds of that peace which paffeth 


all underflanding—And whilit we | 


refpectfully addrefs to you the de- 
tail of our fecble efforts, we hope 
to receive from you more anima- 


ting communications of the rung | 


glories of the Redeemer’s king- 
com ; we expect to be comforted 
and rejoice together to be anima. 


ted to more vigorous contention | 


in the race where the ftrife itfelf is 
delightful, whilit preffing to the 
mark forthe prize of cur high 
calling of God in Chuift Tefus, 
each can exult in fuperior ex- 
cellence of thofe who precede i 
«oe 
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as 
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ony of zeal and love rejoice to b, rei 
found among the laft and leaf, to 

Together then let us arife ty wl 
the work of the Lord, nor dou}: or 
that he who is for us, is greater te 
than all that are again{t us. Be. th 
fore Zerubbabel the great moun. ca 
tain becomes a plain, ‘difficulties fe 
and dangers difappear where infin. i3 
ite wifdom and infinite power unite fic 
to fulfil the counfels of his own ” 
will, to accomplifh’ the fure word - 
of his prophecy, and to manifet th 
the faithfulnefs of his promifes, 

Georce Burner, in 

Secretary, A 

Report of the DireGors to the ninth tt 
Gencral Meeting of the Londia a 
Miffonary Society. ‘3 
HE communication of thofe cc 
occurrences which relate be 

either to the introduction or revi 7 
val of the gofpel-difpenfation 2. te 
mong the nations of the earth, is it 
a circumftance which ftrongly ex. ¥ 

| cites the attention, and engages g 
| the feelings of thofe who have a , 
| fuitable concern for the honor of t 
| their Saviour. Whilft, as mem- ( 
| bers of civil fociety, they are ac- t 
tuated by thofe benevolent prin- ' 

| ciples which embrace with ardor { 





the interefts of the human race, 
their minds are engaged with oth- 
ers in the confideration of thofe 
momentous operations of Divine 
Providence, which are producing 
fuchimportant effects in the world: 
yet it is the connection of thef- 
with the fpiritual dominion of 
Chrifl among “nen, and’ their in- 
fluence in relation to that fubjed, 
which moft ftrongly fixes their re- 
gards and iaterefts their hearts. 
Not only is this the evangelical 
medium through which the great 
arrangements of the Governor of 
the univerfe will be contemplated, 
by fuch as confider the triumphant 
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reign of Chrift over the nations 
to be the leading principle by 
which they are regulated, and the 
great refult in which they will 
terminate ; but thefe arrangements 
themfelves will efpecially be re- 
carded by thofe to whom the di- 
redion of Miffionary inftitutions 
js committed, as containing thote 
ficnals and intimations of the di- 
‘ inepleafure, refpeéting their plans 
and proceedings, which demand 
their particular attention. 

When, therefore, thofe imped- 
iments are removed by the provi- 


dence of God, which for ages 


cr 
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| factory manner, by 


rave obftruéted the progrefs of | 


the gofpel ; when facilities are af- 
ms o a a 
forded for the circulation of the 


' the duty of the Dire<tors to carry 


holy Scriptures, andthe pure ad- | 


miniftration of its inftitutions, in 
countries where they have long 


been interdifled by the fevereit | th 
; ti 


penalties, this ftate of things con- | 


2s po »ffible. 


tains a providential voice, which | 


inftrnéts us in our duty, and in- 
vites us to improve it. On thefe 
grounds the Directors have pro- 
ceeded, in thicir meafures ‘relating 
to the introduction of the una- 
dulterated religion of Chrift, in- 


ring fuch information on the ftate 


to thofe nations on the Continent, | 


which, for a feries of ages, were 
fo much under the control of the 
Papacy, and more recently fo 
overwhelmed with the principles of 
infidelity, as to be inacceffible to 
the exertions of Chriflians for 
this great purpofe. As this is 
the mott difting uithing meafure of 
the Directors fince the lait Anni- 


verfary, they will introduce their | 


Report with this fubjcct. 

Fo two preceding 3 years, the 
Society has manifefted the com- 
tmendable defire of endeavoring to 
be inftrumental in building, on the 
ruins of the Papacy, the divine 

edifice of pure Chrittianity ; and 
as the mott powerful means for 
that purpofe, within their reach, 

Vou. ly. } LINO. 5. 





z .’ . v 
| circulating the Ne 


was the the circulation of the holy 
Scriptures, they detcrmined to 
confecrate a part of their funds to 
this object. Refething alfo on 
the awful effeis produced by the 
prevalence of infidelity, they judg- 
ed it might be of great ufe to 
connect with the Seri tures, a 
vindication of their divine suthor- 
ity. This important fervice has 
been atchieved in the moft fatis- 
the fuperior 
talents of one of their highly re- 
{fpeéted members ; and after hav- 
ing received {ome alterations from 
the fuggeftions of wife and learns 
ed men, whofe opinions were in- 
vited on this occafion, it became 


this meafure into cffe& as fpeedily 


The treaty of peace between 
1e two countries having renewed 
he means of perfonal intercourfe, 
it was concluded that a deputation 
to France might be of great ime 
portance, not ovly im determining 
on the beft mode of printing and 
New Teftament 

and the Effay, but alfo in procue 
of ‘religion in that country, as 
would enable the Society to form 
a judgment a3 to the means of 
promoting its general interefts 
therein. Therefult of ,this vifit 
has been laid before the religious 
public, and is fo well knowa, as 
to render it unneceffary to intro- 


duce it here ; its impreffion on 


the community feems to have been 
confiderable, and has produced, in 
various direétions, an earneit hope 
that the Proteitant caufe may foon 
rife from its ruins, and fpread 
again over thofe populous regions. 
The DireGors immediately refol- 
ved on the publication of the New 
Teftament, the Effay on its Di- 
vine Authority, the Affembly’s 
Catechifm, and fome fmaller pieces 
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in. the French and Italian lan- 

guages ; and they have the pleaf- 
ure to announce that this is ac- 
complifhed, aad they are now in 
circulation in France, and will 
fhortly be foin Italy. How great 
the necefiitty of publifhing the 
Scriptuces was in thofe countries, 
i3 proved from the difficulty which 
the deputation found in procuring 
a fingle copy of them at Paris, as 
well as from the information which 
they received, that thisis a gene- 
ral cafein both countries. The 
copy of the Scriptures which 


they at length obtained, was a | 


prefent from a Proteftant minifter. 
—Having had opportunities of 
afcertaining that an energetic and 
evangelical miniftry would belikely 
to be well attended and well fup- 

orted in France, they conccived 
that the eftablifiment of a Pro- 
teftant church at Paris, would be 
a meafure pregnant with the mott 
importaut and beneficial effeéts. 
The Rev. Mr. Tracy; who was 
then at Paris, and moft ardently 


devoted to the great objects of the | 


Socicty, was requelled to contin- 
ue there, in order to fuperintend 
the publications, and procure more 
full information concerning the re- 
ligious ftate of France. ‘The in- 
terval that has eclapfed fince the re- 
turn of the deputation, has been 
actively employed on thefe ob- 
jects; and various informations 
have been received, which prove 
the almoft unlimited extent to 
which the Scriptures and the wri- 
tings of Proteitants may be cir- 
culated ; and alfo the increafieg 
propenfity of the people to the 
Proteftant caufe. At Befarcon 
in the fouth, and at Arras in the 
north, where none of that per- 
fuafion were to be found prior to 
the Revolution, application for 


Proteftant min sider aad chu a 
have been made, figned by 12,09 


| perfons at the former place, and 
nearly as many at the latter, with 
the prefeéts of their refpedtive de. 
partments at theirhead. Even in 
ancient Belgium, where the dread. 
ful perfecution of the Duke of Al. 
va is {till remembered, the fame 
difpofition has manifefted itfelf in 
fimilar applications, not only from 
the commercial city of Antwerp, 
but from various other places, 
At Strafburg, a wealthy bookfel. 
‘ler has repeatedly applied for the 
works of Proteftant authors, for 
the purpofe of fupplying our 
Proteftant brethren in the newly 
| acquired departments onthe Rhine. 

This increafing difpofition in fa. 
vor of that caule, may be ac 
counted for, in a great degree, 
from this confideration : That, al- 
though the Catholic Religion is 
nominally the national one, yet 
that of the Proteftants is cc ially 
eftablifhed by the conftitution; 
and its minifters have the fame le- 
gal claim for fupport ;—and it is 
the opinion of thofe who are belt 
informed on the fubjeci, that, 
although many churches have al- 
ready been given tothe Proteftants, 
there yet remain goo congrega- 
tions, confifting of feveral hune 
dred perfons, and many of {feve- 
ral thoufands each, who are till 
deititute both of churches and of 
paftors. Surely this circumftance 
muft make a deep impreffion on 
the hearts of thofe in this highly- 
favored country, who areduly pen- 
| etrated with a fenfe of the inefti- 
mable value of the privileges 
which they enjoy in fuch rich 
abundance ; and prompt them 
earneilly to pray, that the great 
Head of the church would be 
plealed to fend among them the 
' word of life, and raife up faithful 
laborers in this great harvelt. 

‘Lhe principles of etiguns tol- 
9 jeration having been introduced in- 














~~, tot ted 
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to Italy alfo, have afforded an op- 
ortunity for the manifeftation of 
a difpofition there, to receive in- 
ftruétion in the Proteftant Faith. 
Already applications have been 
received from bookfellers in Pifa 
and Leghorn, for the works of 
Proteftants ; and others are fhortly 
expected from Turin and Milan. 
Such are the extenfive prof 
pects which Providence has open- 
ed, andin which the benevolence 
of Chriftians may find unlimited 
{cope for its exertions ; but in pro- 
portion to the magnitude of the 
objeét, is the neceffity of wifdom 
and prudence in the improvement 
of it. The Dire&ors are aware 
of the great duty of attending to 
the operations of Divine Provi- 
dence,in all their tranfa¢tions; and 
2s their meafures mult be regula- 
ted by the political relations of 
the two countries, they wait for 
further light upon that intereiting 
point, before they can arrange a 
proper plan for their future pro- 
ceedings. Perfuaded that there 
isnot a fingle Chriftian in this 
kingdom who would not rejoice 
in the communication of the blef- 
fings of the gofpel to the coun- 
tries they have mentioned, the 
Dire€tors pledge themfelves that 
this fubject fhall meet that degree 
of attention which the fituation 
of the two nations permits, and is 
confiftent with the general con- 
cerns of the Society, and efpe- 
cially with that regard to the hea- 
then world which is its moft prom- 
inent and appropriate obje&t.* 





_ * Since thjs Report wasread, the po- 
litical relations between this country 
ond France have affumed fuch an at- 
pect, as will probably render it cxpe- 
Gent, onthe pat of the Society, to 
futpend its connections there. The 
Directors are however perfuaded, that 
there exiits in that country a fmall cir- 
chs of genuine Chriftians, who are fo 
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The Dire€tors now proceed te 
give an account of the Miffions 
already eftablifhed, beginning, as 
ufual, with that to Otaheite ; 
which as it engaged the firft at- 
tention of the Society, has ever 
fince been the fubject of their par. 
ticular care and folicitude. ‘Fhe 
arrival of the Royal Admiral, 
Capt. Wilfon, in July laft, brought 
the intelligence, that the nine 
Miffionaries, fent out by that vef- 
fel, had reached their deftination 
in good health ; and were cordi- 
ally welcomed, both by their 
brethren and the heathen. It ap- 
peared that the outward tranquil- 
ity of the former had been pre- 
ferved ; and although they had 
not at that time acquired a fuffi- 
cient acquaintance with the lan- 
guage to enable them to preach 
publicly to the natives, yet they 
were able to converfe with them 
oceafionally ; and in this way fcat- 
tered among them the precious 
feed of the gofpel. The internal 
flate of the Miffion continued al- 
fo to manifeit, ina high degree, 
their devotednefs to God, and 
their affectionate and peaceful con- 
cu towards each other. ‘They 
gave an intimation, that a general 
meeting of the chicfs was expec- 
ted {hortly to take place, when the 
queition of peace or war would be 
decided 5 as it appeared that a 
fpirit of difaffection had long pre- 
vailed in feveral of the Society 
Iflands, which had caufed much 





fuitably imprefled with the importance 
of dittufing around them the principles 
of Divine Revelation, that the Sacred 
Scriptures, and the works of Protef- 
tant Authors, wiil, by their means, be 
extentively circulated ; and that s#hey 
will exert themfelves in various ways 
to promote the honor of Chrift aud 
the beft interefis of their fellow-crea- 
tures. The Directors hope that their 
number wil! increafe, and that the Di- 
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commotion, and threatened more. 
et letter, dated July 8, 1802, 

int tely rece ived, and which 
we en publithed for the infor- 
mation | of the religious ” tblic 11 


> are liens 
of acivil war or having actually bro- 
ken out in Otaheite, which had 
brought the brethren into a fitu- 


terminated, it was thought that 
the lofs which had been fuftained 
by t their enemies, had fo broken 
the'r force, as to render their fuc. 


| cels in any f Saathhicn contention im. 


ation of great peril ; “yr dame 


they were delivered by e gra- 
cious 9 feafonable protection of 
God, through the means of the 
arrival of the Norfolk, Captain 
Houfe, and the Venus, Captain 
Bifhop ; by whofe afiitance Po- 
marre was cnabledto obtain very 
importan@advantages over the in- 
durgents, _ ater having p —" 
beeatwice e defeated by the » aad 
henniies nearly under the nec ceflity 
of abandoning the iland, it 
does not appear that this commo- 
tion was occafioned by the princi- 


ple of difaffeCion } 


a on el 
among th 


lower orders, whichhas been re- | 


ferred to, though probably th: 
{pint might very much aétuai 
themin the progrefs of theconflia. 


‘ 


eae’ - 
The immediate occafion of the | 
war was, the forcible feizure and 

reer of a billet of wood, bv | 


*) 
Or - fro -m ¢he ~~ 
OO, rom tne Pp Opie 


» 
eial Clic 


who relided at the diftrict of At- | 


tahooroo, at the great mecting 
of the nation ; ; andy hich the lat- 
ter worfhipped as their Supreme 
Divinity. It will not be neceflary 
here to detail the me sont 
and progrefs of this contention, 
the mixture of fuperftition, wealz- 
nefs, and uncontroled barbarity - 


which were manifelied on both 
tides, fince it would too much en- 
Ta ge this Report, and may be re- 


ferred to in the before mentioned 
Magazine. The refult, the 


© 
— si 


i 
the letter, was great ly 
tavor of Otoo ai Pomarre ; and 


date ot 


iiecal the war hed net then | 


cow we wese 


has afforded, thor 
| 


probable. With regard to their 
act tal fituation at the time of their 
writing, the following extra¢t 
from their letter will give an inter. 
efling account :—* RefpeGing 

our perfona al fa ifety, while God is 
plesten to con 


} 
ability now that we 
failed in our hat itations. But 
the Venus is expected every hour; 
on her arrival, Captain Bilhop and 
nicn will quit the ifland ; if not 
rosq Captain Houle and men. 
Should that occur, and the dif 
turbances of the ifland not be fet. 
tled, what may follow we cannct 
cll, "The Porpoite is looked for ; 
ut her coming 1s dubious. We 
> fuffered confiderat ly by the 
mr dutreifes, throug th dettroy- 


7 
‘ 
1 
i? 
1, 


o£ ~~ 
wie feveral j inclofures of cardens, 
- ne * : 2 v7 ‘ } 
and varaens th remi{e] VCs, and pli: 
: : ‘ ape 
ling down ourchapel. Ali which 
} 


was cone to « as ar around us as 


much as poflible, ia order to pre- 
vent an unfeen approach ; andal. 
fo the freeine our dwelling from 
the flames of the chapel, fhould it 
be burnt, it being clofe to the 


, i _— re ‘ . , 
dwelling houle. The Socicty’s 
’ 7 ° 1 
labor and exvenie in erecting the 
ig , , mp 
aGhce ana Cultivaiiny the ground, 
ne hecAaAn wae cee —_— } are 
na tsauia very rrcat 5 and they are 
e’*< é 


now ruined. Our ttock of ufeful 


airs in their former fituation. 
he work of preaching the gol- 
’ pa i 
xb continues ; andthe Lord has 
” 


articles, to pay our workmen, 13 
alinott expended ; fo that, fhould 
peace be reitored, we fhall not 
be able readily to replace our af- 
i 


‘ 


T ate 
4 

io far over-ruied the difo: rders of 
the lan d, as to give feveral ! nun ide 
reds of this ‘land and Ejmeo an 


opportuaity te hear the word 0% 
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fvation, who never before did | 
hear it ; and, perhaps, would not 
have heard it for months to come. 
One circuit of the ifland was ta- 
ken juft before the rebellion broke 
out ; and the gofpel preached in 
ry diftrict, except Attahooroo. 
tn the midit of great darlknefs and 
rplexity of mind, we fometimes 
:agleam of hope, that God 
* shumbling this people, and there- 
y pr eparing them for a more 
cheerful and univerfal reception of 
his word. Otoo has of late, on 
two Sabbath-days, defired to hear 
the word of Jehovah ; which was 
sccordingly fpoken to him, ard 
others of his family, with many 
f his fubjects whom he affem- 
led tohearit. He feems to have 
fme idea that there is but one 
God; and expreffes no diflike to 
cry part of the plan of falvation, 
fur as he can comprehend it. | 
Pomarre is a moft bigotted man ; | 
od, as it were, the foul of his | 
nig abominable fuperttition. | 
om the ftatement of the fore- 
pers ulars, we leave it to 
ur honored fathers’ and breth- 
y's better judgment, to confid- 
whether it would not be expe- 
went to fix fuch a body of Mif- 
‘ynaries at Otaheite, and to ac- 
ommodate them with every ne- 
c: anys fo as to be independent 
* the chiefs, and not to th: ind or 
‘lw vith them ; and whence alfo 
cofpel may be difperfed abroad 
amone the neighboring iflan ds, as 
the leadi ings of Providence direct 


‘ eee 
“uc Way. 





Altho’ the Society acknowl- 
‘cze, with gratitude, the pow- 


ful and feafonable interpotition | 
+ the providence of God in be- | 


’ lf 
stagTy 


of his fervants, and with 


cat confidence, in his continued | 


faithful ! 


vwood a 
voodnels, 


commit thefe 
‘ethren daily to his proteétion,— 

. ’ 
ah wioully wait the next 


4h . 
tuey 
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j men ition! 
| ftation appears to be already of 
' confiderable 
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information, in the hope that it 
will bring them the welcome ac- 
count of the complete reftoration 
of tranquillity, of their perfonal 
fafety, and their ufeful ‘labours 
amony the heathen. In the mean 
time, it becomes us to acquielce 
in this aMidivedifpenfation, which 
1s the more painful to.us, as it oc- 
curred at a feafon wherein our 
sary nat were be; ginning t to brich- 
ten, - difficulties _had been 
fur ousted and the 
pet had been fou nded i: vatiaoll Cvs 
ery diftrict of the ifland. It ‘is, 
however, the prerogative of God 
duration and de. 
gree of trial which fthall exercife 
his people ; and it 1s not u: rafeal, 
in his wife and holy difpenfations, 
that great fpiritual fuccefs and 
profperity fucceed, and aCtually 
{pring out of a feries of preceding 
difafter and affliCtion. 

We have great fatisfaQion ia 
ug, that this Miffionary 


’ , 
Ciet ht he 


to determine the 


, 


importance to the 
colony of New South Wales, in 
fupp! lying its incrcafing population 
with falt provition Ss ata time whet 
the fcarcity of all 
of lite was fo great, as 
this ad, no peculia ly y 
fonable. By me 
courfe which for thi is purp yofe fre. 
quently occurs betwixt the two 
places, the fecurity of our breth- 
ren, aS well as their efiimation 
with the natives, "is likely to be 
promoted. This is a circ 
ftance alfo, which, being connect- 
ed with the 

likely on that account to engage 
in its bcha! 


the nece“arics 


to render 


icae 


ral ~2) 1S of th iter 


“ y 
ase 1 





“lM. 
natianal inverefte. ia 
national If FereiuS, 18 


the countenance of a 
rovernment whofe admintitration 
bears fo favorable an afpect on 
meafures ef public ut ility, or be- 
nevolent enterp ize. Indeed, 
Society has already reeled 


' quivecal proofs 


e 
i* 
aa 


the 
See 


UiiCe 


of its kind difpo 
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fition towards this Miffion, in the 
free p: affage which it has intimated 
will be given to thofe perfons who 
may hereafter be feut out, and of 
which the Directors have already 
availed themfelves in the initance 
of three Mi iffiouaries, who lately 
{failed on board the Ocean. 
Whether this flation may ap- 
pear ef fo much in portance as to 
induce the government to adopt 


any mea fures, by which the Mit. | 
inn varices may have the advantage | 
and couftens | 


of its more direct 
protection, is a circumiftance to 


us unknown. — itate 


natives, both ci L 


tained that any difadvantage 


would accrue to them from a clo- | 
tion to this country. On! 
the contrary, it would, molt prob- 


fer relat 


ably, greatiy ameliorate their con- 
ition 3 and by the fecurity wh 

it would afford to miflionary ex- 

ertions, gradually lead to the civ- 

alization and religious inftruétion 

of that and the contiguous iflands. 

Tt does not, however, 


ee 
appent 


to be the province of this Society 
to take any ative part in relation | 


to this circumitance. Our objet 
being entirely fpiritual, our meaf- 
ures muit correfpond therewith 5 
and, while we fhould rejoice in any 


the converfion of thefe iflanders, 
we mult leave them in the hands 
of that gracious Providence, who, 


and by the moft fuitable means, 
accemplifh the prayer s which have 
been fo long and fo generally of- 
fered in their behalf. 

Before we quit this fnbje&, we 
have to mention, that two natives 
of Otaheite, about the age of fix- 
teen, are in this country, under 
the protection of the Society. 
They are placed for thei educa. 
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of the | 
and moral, 1s | 
at preient fo rater thai no | 
apprehenfions can juilly be enters | 


' with truce gzeu! for the 


‘long beheld with 1 
event which would be favorable to 





{Nov, 


tion, in a Moravian School, at 
Merfield, under the care of D;, 
Oakley ; and the Diredtors have 
received repeated information con. 
ceruing their improvement and 


conduct, of fo fatisfactory a na. 


ture, as to encourage the _ 
that, in due time, they will proy 
great bleilings to their country. 
men. 

(To be continued. ) 
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Letter from the Gonfactation of the 
Weftern Diftri® of Vermont, ta 
the Mifinary Soctety of Cot 
neGticul, dated Cuajflicton, ‘fune 
7, 1803. 


Fathers and Brethren. 


Ww. the fubferibers, being 


committee appoi ted 

that purpofe, doin the name 

of “th 1e Coniociation of the Wet: 
ern Dittrict of the State of Ver 


, mont and parts adjacent, beg leave 


to retury you our w irmeft thanks 
for your Ciriftian charity and be- 
ne olence ti owards the!o iufant fet- 
tlements.—Impreficd, as we hope, 
caufe | 
Rec te" > we 
'-afure your pl 
ous exertions in fay yw of this pa 
of Zion. Altho’ we trult 
you have divine confolati 


ow divine 


| your own minds, while your 
we hope, will in the bet time, | 


remitted Jabors are beftowed 12 
building up the intereft of the 
bleffed Redeemer, yet we cannot 
anfwer our own minds without 


| fome public manifettation to ¢x- 


prefs the grateful feelings of ov 
hearts. We truit, that fome part 
of your crown of rejoicing in the 
day of the Lord Jefus will {pring 
from the precious feed fown, in 
thefe parts, by the inftrumentality 


os 


p— 
Cr bteea *. 


3 





oe 
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af Miffionaries ating under your 
directions. — While we behold how 
beautiful on thefe our mountains, 
are the feet of thofe that bring 
unto us good tidings, that publith 
geace, that fay unto our Zion, thy 
God reigneth: We are conftrain- 
od tomeet their bleffed labors with 
language of infpiration— 
« Break forth into joy, fing to- 
gether ye walle places of Jerufa- 
em, for the Lord hath comfort- 
ed his people, he hath redeemed 
Jerufalem : The Lord hath made 
bare his holy arm.”’—By thefe 
doingsamong us, we have the moft 
comfortable evidence that the 
bowels of many faints are re- 
frefhed ; and we hope and truft 
the obdurate hearts of fome fin- 
cers are melted. Oh! let us 
prafe and magnify the riches of 
divine grace. While we behold the 
levants of Jefus Chrift among 
s difpenfing their labors in the 
zofpel, men that have hazarded 
thar health, their wordly inter- 
their characters, and left 
many dear friends and connexions 
ior the caufe of religion, we feel 
ourfelves in duty bound to pray 
forthem, while we give all the 
praife and glory to God. It 
wves us pleafure to reflect that 
wecan give ample teftimony to 
the zeal, the faithfulnefs, the 
prudence and the exemplary con- 
duct of thofe miffionaries, who 
have labored among us under the 
order and direction of your board. 
a ame fame time, we truft it will 

eno {mall fatisfaétion te you to 
uear this good report of them. 


1s. 
{nis 


2 
él, 


It is highly probable that fome of | 


them have had to encounter oppo- 
fition from the fhafts and irony of 
tecled infidels, and oppofers of the 
do¢trines of dif flinguifhing grace. 
For thefe things cur hearts are 
grieved, and our earnett prayers; 
With yours, are directed to that 
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God of all grace, who hath the 


hearts of finners in his hands, 
and can turn them as the rivers of 
water are turned.—We hope that 
no difcouraging circumitances 
may move your hearts or the 
hearts of thofe who may engage 
in this important work. We 
truft that we have alrcady feen 
good effects of miffionary labors, 
inthefe parts; and we further 
truft that we have many praying 
fouls among us, that join with 
you and all the faints of Chrif- 
tendom in crying to God day and 
night for the effufion of the ever 
bleffed Spirit of all grace. Oh ! 
that millions and millions of fin- 
ners may bow to the fceptre of 
king Jefus.—We pray God te 
{mile on your endeavors, and put 
the means into your hands, fur- 
ther to promote tle caufe of our 
great redeemer, in thefe and oth- 
er parts of this vineyard— Hoping 
and believing that you will not 
ceafe to pray, with us, for the 
profperity of Zion, and the cone 
verfion and falvation of finners, 
we fubfcribe ourfelves yours in 
the faith and fellowfhip of the 
gofpel. 
James Murnpocx. 
Joun 3. Preston. 

To the Migionary Society of the 

State of Conacdicut. 


ORDINATION. 

WAS Ordained in the meet 
ing-houfe at Windham, County 
of Greene and State of New- 
York, on Wednefday the 14th of 
September, 1803, the Rev. Hen- 
ry B. Stimpfon, to the pattoral 
charge of the church im that 
place. The feveral parts were 
performed by the following gen 
tlemen : Rev. David Hurrowar 
of Walton, Delaware County, 
made the introdu€tory prayer ; 


| Rev. Samuel Fuller of Reniflel- 
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aerville, Albany County, preach- 
ed the fermon, from 1. Cor. 1. 21 5 
Rev. David Porter late of Spen- 
certown, and new preaching at 
Catikill, made the prayer during 
the impofition of hands; Rev. 
Beriah Hotchkin of Greenfield, 
ave the charge; Rev. Fefe 
Townfend of New-Durham, gave 
the right hand of feliowfhip, an 
Rev. Ezekiel F. Chapman, late 
miflionary to “New-Conneéticut, 
aid now preaching at Canton, 
made the concluding prayer. It 
is pleafing to remark, that, a 
large goncourfe of people were 
prefent on the occafion, and ap- 
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' peared {pecially atpeutive and fol- 
emn during the whole tranfac- 
< 
tion. 
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POETRY. 
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To THE Eprrors or tHe EVANGEI- 
CAL MaGazine. 


A Vifion. 
I. 4 7HAT he avenly 

















: ae ee 
voice 1s that 

















IT leave, I leave this dark abo 
4 and l 


$ 1 
re immoriai aay. 


—-_ ‘ , 
. 2. What elori 5 (tr ze mv fen! ? 
; ; 


























Posiry. 


' ; Which calls my fou! away ? 














This chryfta! & 





What is th s k y p y 


: v.17 ? 
VTOUnG 
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ream, this fra! 


fal tree 


And yon melodious fourd ? 














3. “ This is the heavenly pain; 
s af MY 


Che blisfui ieatsS vi ut lg ° 


“ "(Vheriver this of life, and this 
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A. wis T his weter’s ce’ 
“ This fruit forever 


® And he that takes 













































































420 ViViiy ue tree, 
é o 


»o Ff, -1}, 
s ae& 


now: 


this living 


food 


* Shoal? live immortal ¢ 

Qadu ave immortal 0. 
e 6 E¥ae Teak - e ave } 1. 
Se riere picaiani Noes Ate Heusas 

i 

“Ts ’ dan ° . } . 

A is P.OrsOus Heavenly Clio 

r=) 4 
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“ Here raife aloud th’ enraptured yo; 
“ And ftrike th’ immortal lyre. 


C¢, 
) 


4 
‘ 
| : 
| 6. “ Here pleafure ever f{prings ; 
| * Here joy forever grows; 

| « And bleffednefs in endlefs fireams, 
| “ In full compiction flows.” 

! 

{ 

' 


7. But where’s my chofen good, 

In whom I ftill confide; 

My hope, my warm defire ? Oh where’ 
My great unerring guide ? 

§. In yonder world of woe, 

When anxious care opprefs’d, 

*fwas he revived my drooping fou), 
And cheer’d my penfive breafi. 


9. And when my faith arofe 

On promifes of grace, 

The heaven 4 hop’d was to behold 
The beautics cf his face. 


10. If this fhould be denied, 
| My finking foul would mourn; 
Tho’ joy and blifs around me imi‘, 
| I {till fhould be forlern. 
tr, No angel high in power, 
Nor Saints in heavenly drefs, 
nor fruits,nor blifsful Rreams 
ry God can Diels. 
this face unvails : 
ul diffolves with love : 
| My heart exults in biifs complete, 
Enjoy’d in heaven above. 


12. Bu 
My { 


' 
| 
! 
' 
| 
' 
| 
| 
Nori 
With 
| 
| 13. Thefe myfteries now unfold, 
| And allin him I fee; 
He is the flowing ftream of life, 
The ever fruitful tree. 
14. Here ret, my joyful foul, 
And to this fountain come ; 
Be this thy portion, this thy heaver 
Phy evel iting home. 
| 15. Here let me fing his praife, 
QO; in angelic form 
Launchid forth upon feraphic wings, 
Tlis great commands perform. 





16. But lo! the feene withdraws; 
I fink to earth again, , 

Fo run my tirefome pilgrimage 
Thro’ deadly {nares of fin. 


———s 


17. Yet fhall! rife and tafte 
Perpetual joys and true, 
Exceeding far the pleafing fhades 
I've fcen in vifon now. 
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